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MEMOIRS OF GENERAL KOSCIUSZKO. 
O* thote changes which have convulfed the political 


exifience of Europe, there is not one which cre- 

ates, in difpatlionate minds, a ftronger intereft than the 
difmemberment of Poland. ‘To fee a nation that was 
formerly but a branch of the Polifh territory, now 
erected into the kingdom of Pruffia, enflave its parent 
foil, is a circumftance not lightly to be viewed. Till 
the reign of Frederic the Great, the importance of 
Prufiia was unimportant ; and her now ambitious fpirit 
was confined toa Polifh fief. The prefent inferiority 
of Poland is an evil of accumulated growth. A bad 
coniftitution had enervated the {pirit of her fons, and by 
foftering contentions and divifions, prepared them for 
invafion and fubmiffion. That they fhould fo eafily 
have become a prey to the views of their ambitious 
neighbours, as it isan event that has been accelerated by 
circumfances, fo it could not be readily forefeen. Ruf 
fia feemed willing to prote& the Poles, while they ad- 
hered to the diet of 17713 nor is it probable that 
Catherine would have ever coniented to the partition of 
their territory, had fhe been in a condition to refift it. 
But fhe was engaged in a war with the Turks, and 
confented to the {poliation of Poland, agreeable to the 
inftances of the Emperor ; who agreed, on that condi- 
tion, to detach himfelf from the alliance of the Porte. 
VoL. I. $f So 














482 THE MONHTLY VISITOR. 








So ftrong is the intereft of Ruffia in the exiftence of 
Poland, that the conftitution of 1791, which provoked 
the hoftility of the former, if we may form a conjec- 
ture, would, in other times, have failed of that effeét. 
The king of Poland had ever been fufpeéted of fa- 
vouring Ruffia. It is not to be denied, that he favoured 
that power in preference to Pruffia, ‘and from a con- 
vidtion that an alliance with Ruffia tended more to the 
welfare of his people. The event has juftified his dif- 
cretion. The revolution of 1791, was begun on dif- 
ferent principles—it boafted the fanétion of Pruffia. 
And what a fanétion! We will hear this patronizing 
monarch: ‘* The eagernefs,’’ fays his Pruffian Ma- 
jefty, in a letter to the king of Poland, May 23,1791, 
“* | have fhewn to declare my {entiments on this fub- 
ject (the revolution) will convince your majefty, and 
the whole Polith nation, of the intereft I take in this 
meafure. 1 am happy to have been able to contribute 
to the fupport of the liberty and independence of Po- 
Jand, and one of my moft pleafing cares fhall be to 
maintain and ftrengthen the ties that unite us.’’ Juft 
fter this comes the declaration of Ruflia; which 
proved, to an aftonifhed world, that, at the very mo- 
ment in which the king of Pruffia was promifing his 
fupport to that liberty-which he had * contributed’ 
to promote, he had planned, in concert with Ruffia, a 
mott formidable oppofiticn to its progrefs. Ruffia had 
fome plaufibility on her’ fide, in the breach of the pad?a 
conventa, if that treaty had not been forced on the un- 
happy, and the degraded Poles. Not doubting the in- 
tentions of their patron, they apply to Pruflia for fuc- 
cours againft the arms of Rutha: and his anfwer is 
not lefs explicit than the promife wiich had preceded 
It. 
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LETTER OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA TO THE KINC 
OF POLAND. 


“ Berlin, June 8, 1792. 
““sIR, MY BROTHER, 

“ The grand marfhal of Lithuania, the comte de 
Potocki, has delivered me your majefty’s letter, dated 
the 31ft of May. I there fee, with regret, the em- 
barraffment in which Poland finds itfelf now involved. 
But I will acknowledge, with equal franknefs, that, 
after all that has paffed for the laft twelve months, thefe 
embarrafiments were to be forefeen. Your majefty will 
recolleé&t that, on more than one occafion, the marquis 
de Lucchefini was charged to manifeft, not only to you, 
but to the preponderating members of the government, 
my juft apprehenfions on this fubjeét. From the mo- 
ment that the general re-eftablifhment of tranquillity 
in Europe permitted me to explain myfelf, and that 
the emprefs of Ruffia had fhewn a decided oppofition 
to the order of things eftablifhed on the 3d of May, 
1791, my way of thinking, and the language of my 
minifters, have never varied; and in obferving with a 
tranquil eye the new conftitution, which the republic 
has given to itfelf, without my privity and concurrence, 
I have never had the idea of either fupporting or pro- 
tefting it. I have prediéted, on the contrary, that the 
threatening meafures and the warlike preparations 
which the diet unceafingly deliberated upon, one after 
another, would infallibly provoke the refentment of 
the emprefs of Ruffia, and draw upon Poland the 
evils which they were undertaken to avoid. The 
event fully fatistied thofe appearances; and one can~ 
not diffemble, in the prefent moment, that, without 
the new form of government for the republic, and 
without the efforts which they have announced for fup- 
porting it, the court of Ruffia would not have deter- 
mined on the vigorous proceedings fhe has now em- 
braced. 
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“* Whatever be the friendfhip that I have fworn to 
your majefty, and the intereft I take in every thing 
that concerns you, you will, yourfelf, believe that the 
ftate of things being entirely changed, fince the alliance 
that I contracted with the republic, and the prefent 
conjuncture, brought on by the conftitution of the 3d 
of May, 1791, pofterior to my treaty, not being appli- 
cable to the engagements therein ftipulated, it does not 
belong to me to refift the attack made on your majefty, 
if the intentions of the patriotic party are ftill the fame, 
and if they perfift in the defire of maintaining their 
own work ; but if, re-tracing their fteps, they fhall 
confider the difficulties that are arifing on all fides, I 
fhall be ready to concert meafures with her majefty, the 
empreis of Ruffia, and to explain myfelf, at the fame 
time, with the court of Vienna, to ftrive to reconcile the 
different interefts, and to agree on meafures capable of 
reftoring to Poland its tranquillity. 

“ J flatter myfelf that your majefty will find, in 
thefe difpofitions, and in thefe affurances, the fenti- 
ments of fincere friendthip, and of the confideration 
with which I am, 

“Your majefty’s good brother, 
“ FREDERICK-WILLIAM.” 


The reader will not fail to collate this paper with 
the former promifes of the Pruffian king: he will alfo 
recolleét, that this king had bound himfelf by every tie 
of honour and religion to fuccour his ‘* good brother ;”’ 
and recolleéting this, he will know how to appreciate 
the above letter. What a part has this Pruffian per- 
formed on the diplomatic ftage of our day ? It he 
“ forefaw’’ the deftru€tion of Poland, he did not fail 
to allure her to it, by a temporary connivance at her 
proceedings, Like one who, countenancing the elope- 
ment of a female, fhould proteét her in feduétion till 
the arrival of her enraged father, and then commit her 
to 
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to the ftorm: and all this, from a latent with to effect 
her ruin ! 

Hoftilities being confidered as inevitable, this unfor- 
tunate, but meritorious people, applied themfelves to 
the defence of their liberty. It was a liberty that 
demanged an univerfal fupport. Their conftitution 
was free, yet temperate; in every ref{peét admirable 
and wife. And the very men who, in London, were 
the warmeft opponents of the French; fet on foot a 
fubfcription for the relief of Poland. But their aids, 
unafflifted by government, ferved only to evince the 
benevolence of the fubfcribers. In May, 1792, the 
warlike preparations of Ruffia were brought into 
the field. Opprefficn triumphed; the conftitution 
was annulled, and the laft effort of public fpirit 
breathed in the declarations of Malachowfka and Ca- 
fimir. A treaty was attempted with Ruffia, where 
nothing would fatisfy fhort of the partition of Poland. 
On the 23d of September, 1793, the Ruffian ambaf- 
fador prefented his propofals to the Diet, and opened 
its fitting with the arrett of four of its members. The 
houfe conceiving itfelf to be ina paflive ftate, being un- 
der foreign arms, and deprived of a free deliberation, 
would not proceed, for many hours, on any bufinefs ; 
during which time a Ruffian general ftrutted to and 
fro in the middle of the fenate, in the prefence of the 
king on the throne, perfuading and menacing, alter- 
nately, the members to fign, unconditionally, the de- 
mands of the king of Pruttia. 

After five hours fpent in this manner, on the motion 
of count Ankwicz, nuncio of Cracow, it was agreed to 
make a folemn declaratien, or proteft, againft the vio-~ 
lent meafures employed by the Ruffian ambaffador on 
the 2d of September, and thar day ; and that, to prove 
tlie total inactivity of the. Diet, inftead of expreffing 
their fentiments in the ufual manner, either by voting 
or by acclamation, they fhould keep a mournful filence 
when the Marfhal fhould propofe the project in quef- 
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tion.—And thus was obtained the confent to a cefficn, 
which is to juftify it in the eyes of Europe and pof- 
terity. 

An order foon after iffued from the Ruffian court for 
the reduction of the Polifh troops, excited a general 
alarm. Several regiments oppoled this meafure ; the 
{pirit of refiftance was abroad ; and the capital, now in 
a ftate of ferment, affumed at once a military afpect. 
Madelinfky, a Polifh nobleman, and brigadier of the 
national troops, conduéted the patriots of South Pruf- 
fia, the Permanent Council at Warfaw refufed to affift 
D'Ingleftrohm in oppofing their march; and their 
hopes were confirmed by the appearance of Kofciufzko. 

Thaddeus Kofciufzko is a native of Poland—of a 
middling au, and of a fierce penetrating counte- 
nance : he was now about 40 years of age ; and in the 
vigour of his days. Thougk born a gentleman, his fa- 
mily not being in afhuest circumftances, he was fent 
to — fchool of cadets, to be educated for the army. 

On the acceflion of Staniflaus Auguftus, the prefent 
depofed monarch of Poland, fo little were the inhabi- 
tants of this country acquainted with their political 
intercfts, that, except to thofe whom the fpirit of ad- 
venture had thrown into the military fervice of other 
nations, the fcience of war was totally unknow n. This 
confideration gave occafion tothe eftablithment of a corps 
of cadets; for which purpofe the king employed, in the 
two firft yea irs of his reign, the fum a $20,000 ducats, 
as appears: by the declaration of the conftitution of 

776, in which this donation of the king to his country 
is a anes, From this {chool it has been ufual for 
the King of Poland to fend, aynually, four of its youths 
into foreign countries, to perfeét themfelves in military 
tactics, and the art of war. 

Koiciufzko had the happinefs to be one of thefe fe- 
le€ted youths. He was patronized by the king, and 
fent into France with the beft sageenmnananias ns, “where 
he ftudied upwards of four years in the military aca- 
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demy of Verfailles; and returned to Poland with the 
reputation of a fkilfulengineer. Soon after this he was 
appointed to the command of a company of artillery 
in the regiment of the crown; and looked up to as a 
man of courage and eminence in his profeflion. 

About this time it was that he captivated the affec- 
tions of a young lady of the firft family and fortune in 
Poland. The lovers had contrived many private in- 
terviews, before the parents of the lady were apprized 
of the conneétion ; but, as in all thefe he had conduéted 
himtelf by the ftriét rules of honour and virtue, he 
conceived himfelf warranted in making an open decla- 
ration of their mutual regard, and foliciting from the 
friends of the lady an immediate confent to the union. 
Burt thefe, as a leading family among the nobles, deemed 
an alliance of this nature inconfiftent and degrading ; 
and Kofc:ufzko experienced an unbending refufal. Find- 
ing that it was impolible to gain the confent of her 
parents, he had the addrefs to carry off the lady, and 
was rapidly purfuing his route to France, when the 
unfortunate circumftance of their carriage breaking 
down, gave the enraged father, and a firong party 
of relatives, an opportunity of coming 3 with them. 
A rencounter entued,in which Kofciufzko was reduced 
to the wretched dilemma of being obliged either to kill 
the father, or give up the daughter. He returned his 
{word to its feabba rd, nobly reltoring the fair prize to 
his purfuers, rather than {pill the blood of him who 
gave her being! The public converfation turned on 
this event ; and Kofciufzko fecling himfelf hurt, ob- 
tained leave of abfence from his fovereign, and croffed 
the Atlantic. 

At that period, the war with England was carrying 
on with full vigour: and Kofciufzko having tendered 
himfelf to Wathington, received an important command 
in his army. After the peace, he returned to France 
with La Fayette, where he was highly eftcemed by the 
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French officers who had ferved in that campaign, and 
fpoken of by Dr. Franklin, as a man towhom America 
was confiderably indebted. With thefe laurels Kof- 
ciufzko returned to his native foil. 

Here, he diftinguifhed himfelf in three battles which 
prince Poniatowfki fought with the Ruffians, at the 
time of the diet of Targowicz; and it is faid, that. if 
the councils of Kofciufzko had been followed in that 
fhort war, affairs would have terminated more profpe- 
roufly. When, therefore, Saniflaus found himfelf 
obliged to ceafe hoftilnies, Kofciufzko, defpifing imac- 
tivity, again procured leave to enter into foreign fervice. 
Profefling himfelf for Geneva, he went to Paris at the 
clofe of the year 1793, where he was introduced to the 
leading members of the Convention. To draw off the 
Pruffian army from the allies, by ftirring up an infur- 
re€tion in Poland, and thus confining the attention of 
Frederick William, the then leaders of the French revo- 
lution prefented Kofciufzko with ten millions of livres. 

It is evident that he profitted by this affiftance. 
Early in February he found himfelf at the head of a 
confiderable body of the Polith infurgents, and boldly 
attacked the I >ruffians who had taken poffeffion of thei 
country. Thefe they drove before them to Inowlatz, 
where the Pruifians contrived to retard the march of 
Kofciufzko for half an hour, by breaking down part of 
the wooden bridge, till a party of Polanders fwam 
acro{s the river, and coming upon the rear of the ene- 
my, put them to flight. They then attacked the Ruf- 
fian troops in Cracow, confifting of upwards of fix 
hundred men, whom they drove out, and took’ poffef- 
fion of the garrifon. On the 24th of March, 1794, 
Kofciufzko iffued a proclamation. 

The effeéts of this paper were inftantaneous and 
elcétric. ‘ Long live Kotciufzko,’” was the cry of 
each intrepid I ole who-came to eftablith the indepen- 
dence, or to dic with the liberty of his country. They 
on 
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then conduéted their chief to the town-houfe of Cra- 
cow, where the heads of the Polith nobility were af- 
fembled to receive him. By thefe he was formally 
invefted with the title of general, and made commander 
in chief of the troops colleéted for liberating their 
oppreffed rights. To fuch a degree of enthufiafm were 
the Poles animated by the conduét of Kofciufzko, that 
his army was fuperabundantly fupplied with every 
article neceffary for the profecution of hoftile ope- 
rations. 

On the 26th of March the different corporations of 
Cracow affembled under their refpeétive banners before 
the town-houfe, from whence the magiftrates led them 
in proceffion to the church of the Holy Virgin, where 
the con{titution of the 3d of May, 1791, was publicly 
read, and an oath taken to defend it. Genera! Kofci- 
ufzko then iffued a proclamation, exhorting the Polith 
fubjeéts to refpe&t the dominions of the emperor, and 
to give no realon of complaint to any of the fubje&ts of 
his Imperial Majefty. This prociamation was fent to 
all the Auftrian commanders and magiftrates of the 
frontier territories, requefting at the fame time, that if, 
during the. troubles in Poland, any violence fhould be 
cormmitted on the perfons or property cf any of the 
fubjeéts of his Imperial Majefty, application fhould be 
made to the revolutionary government that had been 
eftablifhed, and which engaged to procure an imme- 
diate and an ample fatisfaétion for any fuch fpecies of 
violation. 

By this tribunal the chancellor Rimiffewfki, and fe- 
veral others of inferior note, were tried, conviéted of 
treafon againft the nation, and executed imthe market- 
place. 

Baron d’Ingleftrohm having furrounded the diet at 
Wartlaw with his military forces, demanded the fur- 
render of the arfenal. This was bravely refifted: and 
notice being fent to Kefciufzko, he, on the 6thof April, 
fet out from Cracow on his route to Warfaw. His army 
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of regulars and artillery had received a reinforcement 
of 4000 peafants, armed with pikes, feythes, &c. On 
his way, he defeated 6000 Ruffians, under Romanzow. 
The Polifh peafants, driven to defperation, gave no 
quarter ; and a dreadful carnage of the Ruffians took 
place. Colonel Woronzow was taken prifoner, 1090 
Ruffians were killed; while the Poles had only 60 
flainand 80 wounded. The defeated loft eleven pieces 
of heavy artillery, and all their ammunition. 

Before Kofciufzko had intrenched himfelf round 
Warlaw, the flaughter of the Ruffians, which followed 
their perfidy in a fecond attempt on the arfenal, the 
demife of the council of regency, and the entrance of 
the king of Pruffia into Poland, at the head of a nu- 
merous army, now detached from hoftilities towards 
the French, had confiderably changed the face of affairs. 
On the 15th of June, Cracow furrendered to the Pruf- 
fian forces under general Van Elfner, on favourable 
conditions. But the people of Warfaw wee highly 
enraged at a capitulation, where 70co men in arms, 
with 50 pieces of cannon, might have proved them- 
felves worthy of a garrifon. 

The king of Pruffia now bent his courfe towards 
Warfaw. Within a fmall diftance of that place he 
remained for aconfiderable time, apparently inactive. A 
corps of Ruffians alfo, was ftationed in the environs of 
the capital. By a fingular dexterity Kofciufzko eluded 
the Pruffians ; by a brave attack he defeated the Ruf- 
fians, and entered Warfaw on the 11th and 12th of 
July. 

As Warfaw had no fortifications, a fiege in form was 
not neceflary. to the Pruffians. But as that part of the 
capital which was expofed to them was covered with 
an intrenched camp of the army of Kofciufzko, it was 
unavoidably neceffary to attack it by ftorm. This at- 
tack was made on the 31ft of June, by a heavy canno- 
nade, and in the courfe of that day feveral hundred 
bombs were thrown into the city; buta anaes 5 
cept 
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kept up on the befiegers, by day and night, deftroyed 
an incredible number. This aétion excited in Pruffia 
a moft lively intereft. The king and the Prince Royal 
were in every danger. The cannonading having ceafed, 
the latter laid himfelf down to reft in a barn, with or- 
ders to be awakened at the firft fhot of the enemy. 
His orders were complied with ; and no fooner had he 
mounted his horfe, than one of the enemy’s bombs 
burft, and deftroyed the barn in which he had been 
lying but a few minutes before. 

Either doubting of fuccefs in an aé€tual attack, or 
from better motives, the king of Pruffia now en- 
deavoured to negociate the furrender of the place. For 
this purpofe he wrote to the king of Poland; but that 
monarch was unfavourable to the ceffion. 

Kofciufzko, with an army of 40,000 men, was re- 
folved to defend himfelf to the laft extremity ; but the 
Pruffiaris had carried feveral of the Polith redoubts, and 
were actually felf-affured of the capture, when infor- 
. mation was brought to the king that an alarming infur- 

rection had taken place in South Pruffia, that defied all 
ordinary exertions to fupprefs it. The king, aware 
that without immediate relief, the confines of Silefia 
would be in danger of a complete conqueft, determined 
on raifing the fiege of Warfaw, and accordingly moved 
to an advantageous pofition near Raczin, on the 6th of 
September, in order to take the moft effe€tual meafures 
that circumftances might require. 

At the moment the intelligence reached him, the 
king iffued a proclamation to the inhabitants of South 
Pruifia, ftating, that they had been impofed upon by 
infidious intriguers, defiring them to refilt the orders of 

the infurgents, and offering a general amnefty to fuch 
as fhould return to their allegiance. The refult was, 
that many perfons whe had been mifled implored the 
king’s mercy ; a force was ftationed there to be ready to 
aét in cafe of future attempts, and the king of Pruffia 
returned to Berlin. Future hiftorians will be better 
enabled 
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enabled to afcertain whether an awe of Kofciufzko’s 
si under the walls of Warfaw, had not fome effeét 
the Pruffian monarch’s determination to retire. 

“Be this as it may, Kofciufzko refolved on the attempt 
to foment an infurreétion in Weft Pruffia, in hopes by 
that circumftance, added to the troubles in the South, 
to divert, effe€tually, the arms of his Pruffian majefty 
from the interior of Poland. 

In a fhort time it became vifible that Kofciufzko 
was intent on carrying the war beyond its firft limits, 
and of attempting the recovery of fome of the difmem- 
bered provinces ; and not only of thofe, but even the 
capture of fome provinces which had been fubjeé to 
the houfe of Brandenburgh for more than a century. 
The proper’: of the Poles in Weft Pruffia was fuch, 
that, after the capture of Bomberg by general Madelin- 
fki, not only Dantzic, Thorn, Culm, “and sr a 
feemed on the point of being reftored to the republic of 
Poland, but there was even room to appreherd that 
the P oles would penetrate into Pomerania, as far as 
Stettin. 

Kofciufzko now turned his view towards Lithuania, ° 
and refolved on meafures for its fafety. On his way 
thither, having received the news of a defeat ih: a 
corps of the Polifh army had met with at Brzcfc, on the 
18th and rgth of September, and that general Suwar- 
row wason his march to attack Warlaw, he refolved to 
march with 20,o00 men, and give battle to that gencral 
before he fhould : approach the capital. 

He was, however, informed that general Ferfen meant 
to attempt forming a junétion with general § Suwarrow ; 
to prevent which Koiciufzko, leaving the main body of 
his army under the command of prince Pe niatowfki, 
advanced with 6000 men to intercept general Ferfen. 
This laft general refolved to attack Raldatike on 
the roth of Oétober, when a moft dreadful engage- 
ment enfued. Twice the Ruffians attacked with 

gour, and twice they were repulfed. 
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The vitory would have remained with the Poles, 
had they contented themfelves with having beaten back 
the enemy; but refolving to purfue this advantage, 
they abandoned the favourable pofition which they had 
taken upon the heights, and advanced in their turn to 
attack the Ruffians. The Ruffian troops formed them- 
felves anew, fucceeded in throwing the Polith line into 
confufion, which was already a little in diforder, from 
their movement in advancing to the attack. The rout 
was foon complete. The Polith infantry defended 
themfelves with a valour approaching to fury. The 
cavalry fuffered lefs, and retreated in good order. The 
battle lated from feven in the morning till noon, and 
the gallant Kofciufzko difplaved prodigies of valour. 
Ever in the hotteft part of the engagement, he had 
three horfes killed under him. At length a Coffack, 
without knowing who he was, wounded him from be- 
hind with a lance. When he fell, his attendants, in 
their confufion, rafhly articulated his name *. 

Kofciufzko recovered a little, and made afew fteps 
forward, when an officer, ftriking him on the head 
with a fabre, brought him again to the ground. While 
he lay weltering in his blood he was approached by a 
Coffack, who prepared to give him a mortal blow ; 
buta Ruffian officer, who came up at the time, ftayed 
the arm of the Coffack ; upon which the General ex- 
claimed, “ If you with to render me a fervice, fuffer 
him to ftrike; do not prevent my death!” This 
Ruffian officer is faid to have been a general Chruo- 
zazow, to whofe wife Kofciufzko had, fome wecks 


* Kofciufzko was difguifed in a peafant’s drefs, which 
he had never put off fince the confederation. Before the bat- 
tie in which he fell, he had given orders to his foldiers, that, 
in cafe he fhould fall into the hands of the enemy, they might 
fhoot him. This was actually attempted by fome of them ; 
and had they not, in their confternation, pronounced his name, 
he would not have been known. 
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before, given leave of departure from Warfaw to join 
her hufband. 

Tt was foon difcovered that this important defeat was 
attributable to the mifconduét of the Polifh general 
prince Ponin{ki, who was pofted with 4000 men to de« 
fend the paffage of the Viftula; but who, either from 
ignorance or treachery, fuffered the Ruffians to crofs 
the river without attempting to moleft them; and when 
Kofciufzko was attacked from a quarter whence he had 
no reafon to expect a furprize, the fame general com- 
mitted a fiill greater fault in not coming to his affitt- 
ance, though very near tothe fcene of a¢tion. The 
lofs of the Poles was computed at 3000 men in kiiled, 
wounded, and prifoners; and this victory coft the 
Ruffians fo dear, that they fell back towards Lublin, 
inftead of approaching Warfaw *. 

The mistortune of the army under Kofciufzko, ex- 
cited univerfal grief at Warlaw: but the Supreme 
National Council, undaunted and firm in their duty, 
publiihed an addrefs to the citizens, difpatching, at the 
fame time, the following letter to Kofciutzko : 

“ The Council, in your misfortune, bewails that of 
the country at large. They placed not in events that 
confidence which they have never ceafed to repofe in 
your virtues—The duty of good citizens, and your 
example, wili prevent our def{pairing of the country. 
As long as you fhall be at liberty to addrefs the Coun- 
cil, boldly make known to us your wants, and thofe of 
the brave companions of your efforts, who now partake 
of your melancholy fituation. So high is the value 

vhich the Council fet upon your perfon, that they 


¥* The emprefs, to teftify to general Suwarrow her fatisfac- 


a 


tion on the fubject of the victory at Brzefc, appointed him 
her aid-de-camp, and {ent him a crown of laurels, fet in bril- 
liants, of the value of 60,000 roubles. She alfo permitted 
him to chooie a regiment in her army, which fhould bear his 
name for ever, 
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would willingly reftore to the enemy all their prifoners 
in exchange for you; and there is not an individual in 
the Council that would not joyfully barter his liberty 
for your’s. 

“ Jt is by an uncommon courfe of things, General- 
iffimo, that you receive from your cotemporarics that 
tribute which the lateft pofterity will one day render 
you. 

‘¢ Such are the fentiments which the Supreme Coun- 
cil charges me, in my quality of prefident for the pre- 
fent week, to convey to you; and to thefe I add the 
feelings of my profound refpect. 

“© (Signed) 
TuHappevus DemBowsky, Prefident.’’ 


A few days after this, a trumpeter from the enemy 
brought a letter from Kofciuizko to the Supreme 
Council, in which he ftated, that the number of officers 
taken prifoners in the aétion of the 1oth, amounted to 
125 perfons, with five generals befide himfelf. He 
fpoke highly of the treatment he received from 
general Ferfen, and the care that was taken to heal his 
wounds. 

Soon after the battle of Brzefc, the Ruffian general 
Ferfen wrote in thefe terms to the king of Poland: 


*6 SIRE, 


“ The total defeat of the Polith corps at Kamech, 
the making of a great number of privates and officers 
of every rank, and above all the commander in chief, 
and author of the revolution of 1794 (Kofciufzko), 
prifouers of war, were the glorious effeéts of the arms 
of her Imperial Majefty on the roth of O€tober. 

** Convinced that your majefty and the republic of 
Poland have again entered into the former order of 
things, I apply to the legitimate power of Poland, by a 
juft reclamation, to demand the liberty of the Rufhan 
generals, officers, foldiers, and fervants, as well as per- 
fons of the diplomatic body, who, in ‘contempt of the 

‘* 4 moft 
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noft facred rights of nations, have been detained in the 
prifon of the capital. { defire they may be fafely con- 
veyed to the corps under my command. 

“ In the moft fincere hope that tranquillity will 
once more be reftored in Poland, and that I fhall in 
the courfe of this year have the honour of perfonally 
paying my refpects to your Majefty, I beg your Ma- 
jefty to condefcend to accept of the anticipated homage 
with which I am, &c. 

“ BARON FeRsEN.” 


To which infolent application the king thus replied: 
“SER, 

‘© However painful we find the defeat of a part of 
the Polith army on the roth of Oétober, efpecially on 
account of the lofs of a man valuable in all refpeéts, and 
whofe merit it has been to have laid the foundation of 
the independence of his country: yet it cannot fhake 
the firmnefs of thofe who have folemnly vowed either 
to die or to conquer for liberty. 

“ You need not wonder, Sir, if your demand to us of 
' the liberation of the Ruffian prifoners and hoftages, 
who ferve as pledges for the Poles feized by the Ruf- 
fians, does not meet with our concurrence. If you 
were to propofe the exchange of your prifoners for our 
own, | would then voluntarily gratify your withes. 
“* STANISLAUS, Rex,” 


The Ruffians now haftily advanced towards the 
capital, and general Ferien fummoned Warfaw to fur- 
render. This fummons was inclofed in a letter to the 
king, which he fent unopened to the council. The 
anfwer was, as might be expected, an abfolute refufal. 
At this junéture the Polifh generals Madelinfki and 
Dambroufki, by forced marches, retreated from South 
Pruffia, and, by fkilful manoeuvres, threw themfelves 
into Warflaw. 

After the junétion of the Ruffian corps of generals 
Ferfen, Dernield, and Denifow, with that of Suwarrow, 
they 
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they proceeded, under the command of the latter ge- 
neral, for Prague, where, on the 4th of November, 
they made difpofitions for operating a cruel change in 
the fituation of the Polith inhabitants. 

The fuburcb of Prague, feparated from Warfaw by 
the Vittula, was defended by more than a hundred 
picces of cannon, difpofed upon thirty-three batteries. 
It was under the fire of this terrible artillery that ge- 
neral Suwarrow made his troops mount to the affault, 
in the fame manner as he had done at the taking of 
Iimael*. He gave alfo general direétions, that not a 
mufket fhot fhould be fired, but that his troops, up- 
wards of 50,000 ftrong, fhould employ only the fabre 
and the bayonet. Each column was preceded by a 
body of foldiers with fealing ladders and fafcines to fill 
up the entrenchments, and means to carry the affault. 
But the ardour of the Ruffians rendered this unnecef- 
fary; for within 150 paces of the entrenchments, a 
general cry was raifed at once by all the columns, and 
the foldiers in the front, flinging away the - ladders 
and fafcines that encumbered them, f{prung forward 
with their comrades to climb the works of the befieged. 

The centinels on the works had but that moment 
given the alarm, and the cannon of the Poles com- 
menced firing on all fides, but with no effeét, as from 
the darknefs of the night their balls paffed harmlefsly 
over the heads of the Ruilians. By good fortune or 
good conduét, which feldom occurs in fuch operations, 
it happened that the fix Ruffian columns prefented 
themielves at the fame moment before the lines of 
Prague; fo that the Polifh generals, occupied at once 
tn all quarters, could not fuccour one place more than 


* Tt will be recolle&ted, that it was general Suwarrow who 
commanded at the taking of this Turkifh fortrefs, where the 
Ruffians entered by climbing over the dead bodies of their 
comrades as well as their enemies. The general gave the 
fame orders in the affault on the fuburbs of Prague, and en- 
joined his foldiers to give no quarter. 


Tt3 another, 
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another, and were unable to maintain an unequal con- 
teft againft the united attack of 50,000 men. 

The cry raifed by the columns penetrated the en- 
trenchments on the fide of the Viftula, and added fur- 
ther to the confternation of the Poles engaged with the 
other columns, who, fearing to be furrounded, were for 
retiring into Warfaw over a bridge. Here again they 
were met by the other Ruffian columns, when a dread- 
ful conflict enfued, in which a great part of the garri- 
fon of Prague was miiferably flaughtered. The refift- 
ance was at an end in the {pace of eight hours, but the 
fury of the Ruilians continued the maffacre for two 
hours longer. 

From the windows of the houfes and hotels of War- 
faw, the appalled inhabitants were fpe€tators, at the 
dawn of day, of the mercilefs flaughter of their friends, 
and the pillage committed in the fuburbs, which con- 
tinued till the noon of the sth. 

The number of unfortunate Poles who perifhed by 
the fword, the fire, and the water (the bridge over the 
Vitula having been broken during the aétion,) were 
eftimated as follows: Five thoufand men were flain ia 
the affault ; the remaining so00 (for there were only 

0,000 foldiers in the town, and the Ruthans were 
50,000 ftrong) were taken prifoners or d:{perfed. 
After the battle was ended, the Ruifians proceeded to 
difarm the citizens, and to plunder their houfes. Wheu 
this was over, and ten hours after all refiftance had 
ceafed, about nine o'clock at night, they fet fire to 
the town, and began to butcher the inhabitants. ‘The 
fick and the wounded perithed in the flames: the ret, 
old men, women, and children, fell by the fword. 
Nine thoufand perfons, of every age and of either fex, 
are computed to have fallen in the maffacre, and the 
whole of the fuburb, except a few fcattered houfes, was 
reduced to afhes. 

After this dreadful execution, no hope remained of 
faving Warfaw. The principal chief of the infurrec- 
tion, count Ignatius Potocki himtelf, advifed to treat 
with 
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with the Ruffian general; and for that purpofe repair- 
ed to the head-quarters of the Ruffians with propofi- 
tions of peace, in the name of the republic. But count 
Suwarrow refufed to hear him, obferving haughtily, 
that the Empre‘s, his fovereign, was by no means at 
war with the republic; that the only objeét of his 
coming before Warfaw was to sedecd to obedience 
thofe Polith fubjeéts who, by taking up arms, had dif- 
turbed the repole of the ftate. He at the fame time 
infinuated, tha st he fhould treat with none of the chiefs 
of the infurre¢étion, but only with perfons who, invefted 
with legitimate authority, fhould come to fpeak in the 
name, and on the part, of his Polifh majefty. 

Count Potocki being returned with this anfwer, it 
was relolved to fend deputies from the magiftracy of 
Warfaw to the Ruffian commander. During all this 
time the fire of the city did not ceafe playing upon the 
Ruthans in the fuburb of Prague, who anfwered it but 
feebly. The c deputies, Buzakow fki, Strazakowfki, and 
Miksrowcz, having repaired to the head-quarters, re- 
turned about noon on the sth. They had been con- 
{trained to furrender the city, at difcretion, into the 
hands of count Suwarrow, under the fingle condition, 
that the inhabirants fhould be fecure in their lives and 
property. The general, having confented to this, 
added, ** That befides fafety to their perfons, and the 
prefe rvation of their property, there was a’third article, 
which, without doubr, the magittrates had forgotten to 
afk, and which he ¢ greeted por don for the pa afi.” 

Ihe deputies being ‘returned into the city, a procla- 
nation was.publifhed to this effet : 

“ The deputics of the city of Warfaw, fent to ge- 
neral Suwarrow, commanding the Ruffian troops under 
the city, having repatted to ha magiftracy that they 
vere received ainicab! y by tis excelle ncy the faid ge~ 
neral, who had declared his ditpptiion fora capitula- 
tion; and alfo that they had obtained fome preliminary 
articles, figned by hi im, by which he had promifed the 
citizens fafety to their perfons and property, and obli- 

vion 
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vion of all paft wrongs: the magiftracy notifies the 
fame to the citizens, withing them to keep themfelves 
quiet till the entire conclufion of the capitulation, and 
that they will ceafe their fire, his excellency having or- 
dered his men not to fire on their part.’’ 

In confequence of this fubmiffion of the city, the 
magiftracy alfo informed the people of the defire of 
general Suwarrow, that all the inhabitants fhould fur- 
render their arms, of every kind, before the figning of 
the capitulation, under promife of all arms of value, 
and fowling-picces, being returned to the proprietors 
after the re-eitablifhment of tranquillity. The inhabi- 
tants obeyed this order, but the foldiery then in the city 
refufed. Their chief, Wawrzecki, and many members 
of the fupreme council, refufed to take part in the 
capitulation. ‘ 

This difficulty gave occafion for more parleys, which 
lafted all the 6th. The king demanded a week to ac- 
complith a pacification; but count Suwarrow would 
grant no more than two or three days, during which 
time they laboured to repair the bridge over the 
Viftula. In fine, it was agreed that thofe of the 
military who refufed to lay down their arms fhould 
have liberty to go out of Warfaw. But the Ruffian 
general added this declaration, that ‘ all who chofe 
this alternative might be fure of not efcaping any where 
elfe; and that, when overtaken, no quarter would be 
granted.” 

After the agreement was figned, the members of 
the fupreme counci!, and generaliilimo Wawrzecki, 
waited upon the king, in the morning of the 7th of 
November, and remitted into his hands the authority 
they had exercifed in Warfaw. The fame day the 
magiftrates informed the inhabitants, that the capitula- 
tion having been figned, the Ruffian troops were about 
to enter the city: that the Ruffian general having pro- 
mifed obfervance of the moft exact difcipline, the bur- 
geffes were enjoined to preferve order on their part ; 
and the more fecurely to preferve tranquillity, they 

commanded 
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commanded all the houfes to be kept fhut. The ge- 
neral made his forma! entry into Warfaw on the gth, 
all the itreets being lined with Ruflian troops, while 
the houfes, even thofe of the foreign minifters, were 
thut up. The chief magrftrate met him at the bridge 
of Prague, and prefented him the keys of Warfaw on 
a velvet cufhion—Suwarrow received the magiftrates 
with a grace that was highly pleafing to the citizens. 
He afterwards received the compliments of the king, 
and on the roth he repaired with great pomp to the 
caitle, to pay his refpes éts to his majefty. 

Major-general d’Iflinicff was now difpatched to Pe- 
terfburg with the news of the reduétion of Warfaw by 
the troops of the Emprefs; the 1ft of December was 
fet apart as a day of tclemn thank{giving to God, and 
Te Deum was fung for this important event. 

The dark blafphemy of this horrid feene, it is hoped, 
will never be repeated. Whatever the unbeliever may 
be difpofed to fay, and whatever he may educe from 
thus difmal circumftance to the difparagement of the 
Chriftian faith, the Chriftian himfelf can have but one 
Klea on the fubje&. The God whom he adores, is 
merciful and juft; while thofe who often profefs to 
fellow him, are depraved and malignant. 

The unhappy Staniflaus was not long permitted even 

the pagentry of power. He was foon after commanded 
to Grodno. But all human ftrength 1s uncertain ; and 
the woman wh ohadeo nfined the general, and depof fed the 
monarch of Pol: ind » Was at length depofed by death, and, 
confined to the limits of the tomb. Her fon, Paul the 
Hid. has liberated the captives of her power; and the fub- 
jet of thefe memoirs is once more on his way to Ame- 
rica. The teftimonials of refpeét which he received 
from the Whig Club, and innumerable fubjeéts of this 
realm, were no more thay his merits required. That 
he was regarded with inc lifference by minift ers, can 
ei be attributed to their hatred of French principles. 
French principles have difmembered Poland—French 
principles 
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principles have defolated France :—nor is there a fpe- 
cies of injuftice to which French principles have not 
afforded either a pretext or a fanétion. 

But why muft thefe principles be attributed to Kof- 
ciufzko ?—Who difbanded the imperious regency, and 
received a letter from his king in return, for the refpeét 
which that meafure had infured to his throne? Kofci- 
ufzko.—W ho, in every paper which he iffued, conftantly 
deprecated and oppoted the progrefs of defolating opi- 
nions ? Kofciufzko.—And why then is this general to 
be fhunned by the minifters of a free conftitution? Is 
it, becaufe he received from France that fupport which 
his fuffering country fought in vain from a purer 
fource ? Granting that, latterly, the Poles were licen- 
tioufly inclined; was not this inclination the confe- 
quence of that oppofition which was made to the con- 
ftitution of May the 3d? We fcarce think it probable, 
but if there exifted, as in France, from the very rife of 
the revolution, men who were refolved on democracy 
or equality, thole men would never have prevailed, had 
not an enmity to the firft withes of freedom been ma- 
nifeft on the part of the allies. Thinking, and—thank 
God !—well-meaning men form the majority of every 
country. Such charaéters are not eafily inflamed—but 
oppofition will provoke the weakeft. 

Kofciufzko is happily familiar with the Englith 
language ; and his addrefs is fuch as to endear him to 
every one with whom he converfes. Under the_pains 
of ficknefs and difappointment, he ha$ recourfe to the 
amufements of the pencil, and he is a pleafing pro- 
ficient in the: art of drawing. It was, indeed, a moft 
diftreffing pleafure, to fee how this amiable man, amidft 
the fevereft affliétions, endeavoured to return the po- 
litenefs of thofe who vifited him. Such was his fenfe 
of their kindnefs. 

The future ftate of Poland is not altogether doubtful. 
It feems that the genius of Ruffia is ftill to dire& it: 
and, as it isthe intereft of that empire to keep acheck 
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on Prufiia, Paul the [Id. may yet re-eftablifh the Po- 
ith monarchy. But the fate of Kofciufzko is not 
equally propnious. Eis countenance is determined, and 
fad; and the wounds which he has incurred for his 
country, can only be healed by refle€tion. He is jour- 
neying to the Weftern world, where the firit of pa- 
triots feem defiined to fet in the horizon of their early 


glory. 





THE REFLECTOR. 
[No. V.] 


But, look, the morn, in ruffet mantle clad, 
Walks o’er the dew of yon high eaftern hill. 
SHAKESPEARE, 
F it were afked, by what rule fhall we diftinguith 

tinfantine genius? I would anfwer—by the futcep- 
tibility of his heart to the fimple beauties of creation. 
I have feen the child who never quitted his fports for 
the charms of contemplation ; and [ have feen him who 
was never fo happy as when he could retire, unper- 
ceived by his affociates, to the woods and groves. I do 
not mean to aflert, varying as ability is, that he who is 
unfiudious of nature, fhould be eitegemed of an indifie- 
rent genius; but this we may with fafety affirm, that 
the foul which is in fenfibility with nature, contains a 
being of the firft order. It is fruitlefs to urge, that 
education is the origin of tafte : education may improve 
and multiply the fources of our delight ; but there are 
thoufands, not loft to education, who are yet unknown 
tothe delicacies of many a heart, which has never been 
benefited by knowledge. 

But there are times and feafons when no rational 
being can be indifferent to the goodnefs of his Creator. 
When unaffifted inftiné proclaims aloud the benefi- 
cence which furrounds it; and the intelligence of an 
unfailing 
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unfailing Preferver. The budding pro omife of the year 
awakes the heart to tendernefs and gratitude, and the 
fields refound with melody. ‘The fuus of fummer con- 
firm the pro mife, and autumn is loaded with benevo- 
lence. Can man be infenfible or ungrateful ! 

In the general difpenfation of life, there is no time 
which more conftantly reminds us of our Benefaétor, 
oc in which the heart is more alive to his munificence, 
than in the morning hour. Whether we are placed 
among the {weeteft ot created fcenes, or confined to the 
limits “of the ci ity, there is fome thing extremely affeéting 
so ee thoughts of an opening day. A fenfe of con- 
tinued life, and, if the mind be not depreffed with 
trouble, the calmnefs arifing from reft, and the freth- 
nefs of waking ftrength, are feelings not circumftanced 
to place, but felt and acknowledged by all. To rural 
life, however, we muft fill recur, | or the fu Il enchant- 
ment of the morn. And what can be more delightful, 
than the fenfe which is here felt of an omniprefent and 
meerwer. ring God ? 

As Flayius is an example of this happinefs, I fhall 
not fcruple to introduce him to the reader. 

It is now fixteen years fince my friend was enabled, 
by the deceafe of his uncle, who left him about four 
hundred a year, to realize the moft pleafing hopes. 
Taough confined, in early life, to bufinefs and toil, he 

seafed not to hope for retirement. When he entered 
on his little eftate, he plauned that happy uniformity 
which has rendered his exiftence the envy of many who 
furround him, with greater riches, and the bleffing of 
the poor. I vifited fim in the beginning of laft May ; 
and this was his manner of lite—-He rofe between 
five and fix ;—(he informed me that he fhould rife at 
five, in June and July; and that he never refe later 
than feven)—defcended to a little room, which he 
calls his ftudy, where he remained a few minutes, juft t 
fai e profpect before his window, 
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he was prepared for his ufual tour, which he continued 
till feven. I could not but delight in the enthyfiafm af 
this excellent man. Often as he had traced this path, 
every tree was fill an objeét of his pleafure. He feemed 
to join in the chorus of the fields; he was full of the 
moft eloquent rapture ; and his foul was in every fcene. 
How changed from what I once knew him !—the lan- 
guid and emaciated Flavius; with, now and then, as 
importunity could prevail, the ‘fecal gatety of a ball- 
room. He married at the age of fix-and-twenty ; but 
he married a woman, who, like himfelf, was only cor- 
rupted by neceffity : and Amelia was w aiting our re- 
turn. ‘This amiable wite fhall fpeak for herfelf. “ So 
Mr. Refle&tor,” faid the, in compliment to my liter ary 
name, ‘** we are to hav Cy I ho pe, the pleafure your 
company for afew days. As that is bs, ed, [ fhall not 
yet enquire of you, your thoughts refle€tions re- 

ipecting our fec clufi 5 though, faites as we are, 1 may 

venture to remind you of the opinion which you for- 
merly entertained: that we were not ferioufly bent on 
folitude.’ ‘* Madam!" * No, fir, no: you are not 
quite at liberty to reply. A w oman, It is commonly 
faid, will always Pd heard, when the is not difpofed to 
hear. Indeed, Mr. Refleétor, I have not forgotten 
thole philofophical lefons which you fo obligingly gave 
me, on different occafions: your defcriptions of a coun- 
try life; your cenfures on our thex conduét: and you 

doubts of our profeffions, becaufe a little at variance 
with our praélice. But you fee, that we are not your 
mott ungrateful pupils ; that we have, by the favour of 
Providence, protited in your infiruétions. You have 
taken a morning ramble with your friend; and what 
think you of Flavius?’ ‘ My fair ftudent is certainly 
too re proachful ; fhe is pleafed to be merry. I never 
doubted her intentions , or thofe of my friend Flavius 

but I thought that they were rather. negligent in ene 
forcing them, and, apparently, more attached to the 
buty world, than mere neceffity could juftify. Even 
Vou. t, Uu here 
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here I own my error. Neither of you deferved this 
fufpicion. And thus let us end it’”’ The reader will 
fuppofe that this difficulty was moft amicably adjufted. 
«* But you afk of me an opinion of Flavius. He 1s pre- 
fent.”” At this moment two fweet children—the boy 
about twelve, and the girl about ten years old, came 
prancing into the room. They had been out on their 
morning walk, and had breakfafted at a neighbouring 
farm-houfe. Born and nurtured in the country, under the 
moft affeétionate and intelligent of parents, they were the 
emblems of innocence and health. ** Ah! Flavius,’”’ faid 
his Amelia, as her children retired, ‘* I always think, 
with regret, on the little ones we have loft: thofe two 
{wect babes, who died before our arrival at this place. I 
cannot but account their premature lofs, if fo I may call 
it, to the fituation in which we lived. Had they, like 
thofe whom we now poffefs, received fimilar advan- 
tages in place and attention, perhaps they had ftill been 
ours!’ This was a natural, if it might be an unjuft 
regret. Flavius did not offer to interrupt it, for he 
knew the delicacy of forrow. 

Amelia had rifen at fix, and employed about an hour 
in the flower-garden, before we were feated at the 
breakfaft-table; which, as I mentioned before, was 
ready to welcome our return. ‘The bloom of morning 
was in her face, and the fweetne(s of that air which had 
tinted her cheek, enlivened our little {cene, as it entered 
at an opened window, which commanded a beautiful 
Jawn. Our converfation was animated by reflection, 
and chaftened by piety: but that refleétion was the 
reflection of peace ; and that piety might have charmed 
an infidel. 1 ftaid as long as I could in this tranquil 
abode; and parted with thefe friends moft reluétantly. 
There, in the winter of the year, I propofe to return, 
and if I do, I will record my vifit. é 
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&6 EW men,” fays Bertrand, ‘‘ had read and me- 
ditated more, and few retained more of what 

they had read, than him. His head was full of ideas, 
anecdotes, and knowledge of various kinds, which his 
vivacity prevented him from arranging. His conver- 
fation might be compared to the continual and regular 
ie overflowing of a veffel of boiling liquor. During my 
miniftry, he once defired a meeting with me, to re- 
commend the hufband of his grand-daughter to a par- 
ticular office. Our convcrfation continued an hour, 

{ during which he fp. ke of a thoufand different fubjeéts, 
but not a word of his grancfon. He was taking his 
leave, when I put him in mind, that in the note he had 
fent, defiring this rendezvous, he had hinted that he 
withed to talk to me concerning one of his near rela- 
tions.”’——** You muft have been furprized,” faid 
Maletherbes to Bertrand, fpeaking of Louis XVI. * to 
fee how much his charaéter rifes on being known, and 
how greatly he has been mifreprefented by thofe who 
are unacquainted with him. I never knew a perfon of 
founder underftanding. Have you not obferved, that 
in the council he never miftakes the beft opinion? Let 
» me afiure you, that this is very uncommon. Do not 
you imagine, that if he had the fame kind of education 
that we have had; if he had been habituated, as we 
were, toovercome natural diffidence by public exercifes 
in the college, he would eafily have become a great 
king ? for you know that exceflive timidity is his prin- 
cipal failing. And even as he is, I am convinced that, 
with good minifters, his reign would have been one of 
the happieft of our monarchy ; for it 1s impoffible to 
Jove virtue more, or to have a greater defire of doing 
Uuz2 good, 
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good, than he has. What do you think ?”—* I think 
fir,” anfwered I, ‘that it would have been fortunate 
for him, if he had always minifters fuch as you.’ 
“* Not fo fortunate as you imagine,” an{wered the good 
ld man. “ No, no; do not deceive yourfelf. I was 
a very bad minifter. I was pufhed into that fituation, I 
cannot tell why, nor how: but I fufpeét it was owing 
to a reputation greatly above my merit, and for which 
I was indebted to accidental circumftances. I told both 
the king, and M. Turgot, that they could not poffibly 
make a worfe choice, for I was too old ; my poor fa- 
culties began to be exhaufted; that all I could now 
offer for his majefty’s fervice was integrity and dox- 
kommie, two qu talities infufficient of themfelves to con- 
ftitute even an indifferent minifter. All I could urge 
was to no purpofe. Every body perfifted, and T was 
obliged to yield. But the day on which I was relieved 
of that burden, appeared to me the happieft of m y life. 
I do not pretend to fay that I could have fu; pported it 
much better he n L was young. My head Was too 
ardent. I was always fond of ftudy, or rather of ftu- 
dies; for I attempted a variety at once: but I always 
hated what is called bufinefs, becaufe it requires a kind 
of fteady application that I could not bear.”’ — 6 Fly,” 
faid Maletherves, juit after the execution of Louis, to 
the Abbé Rdecwrnith, who had attended him to the 
Guillotine, “ Fly from this accurfed land. In it”you 
will find no afylum rom thofe tigers who thirft for 
your blood. As ror my own part, l own I have nothing 
to fear—They know that the people love me. The 
murderers dare not touch a hair of my grey-head.’’ 
Alas! this excellent man iittle thought, that his at- 
tachment to the unfortuuate Louis was only to be 
obliterated with blood, 


ORIGINAL OF DRINKING HEALTHS, 


In this country was pertinent and fenfible Rowena, 
a beautiful daughter of Hengiltus, general of the Sax- 
Ons 3 
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ons; who having the ifle of Thanet given him by king 
Vortigern, for aififting him againft the Piéts and Scots, 
obtained as much ground as he could encompafs with 
an ox’s hide, to build a caftle; which being completed, 
he invited Vortigern to fupper: after the entertain- 
ment, Hengift called for his daughter Rowena, who 
entered with great dignity and magnificence, carrying a 
golden bowl full of wine in her hand, out of which the 
drank, and in the Saxon language faid, ** Be of health, 
lord king.” To this Vortigern replied, ‘ Drink 
health.” 

This is the firft health which we hear of in hif- 
tory, and boafts an antiquity of “ thirteen hundred 
years.” 

The ftory adds, that the king, Vortigern, enamoured 
with Rowena’s beauty, married her in a fhort time af- 
ter, and gave her father the whole kingdom of Kent. 


Government is faid to have received a difpatch from 
an Irifh mayor, which concludes exaétly in thefe words : 
—‘ Such is the dangerous ftate of affairs, that at the 
very moment I am writing, for my own perfonal fafety, 
I carry a piftol in each hand and a {word in the other.” 


Rufum teneatis ! 


Se 


THE PLAINTIFF. 
[No. V.] 


UR readers will perceive, that it is not at the re- 
queft of its author, the following letter is pub- 
lithed ; but admiring his candour—con{cious of the 
high eftimation of that virtue in the eyes of the fair, 
and thinking that a tull developement of his unfortu- 
nate cafe may intereft them in his behalf, we truft he 
will pardon its infertion. 


U u 3 MR. 
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MR. EDITOR, 

I am now verging on my nine-and-twentieth year, 
in the unfortunate character of an unfortunate fortune- 
hunter. In this branch of bufinefs an engaging ad- 
drefs, and an uncommon affiduity, arc moft eflential 
requifites ; in both of which qualiries, 1 have the vanity 
to think, "T have obtained a confiderable proficiency ; 
but by fome unaccountable incident or other, I have 
always been prevented from turning them to a proper 
account. 

Inheriting a fmall paternal fortune, which is barely 
fufficient to enable me to keep up the appearance of a 
gentleman ; and fhrinking from the idea of manual la- 
bour or commercial concerns, I have, ever fince the 
death of my father, been endeavouring to relieve my 
pecuniary embarraflments by a matrimonial alliance ; 
and poifcifing, as I told you before, a genteel addrefs, 
and an agreeable perfon, I have, at different periods of 
my life, contraéted a variety of intimacies with ladies of 
confiderable family and fortune. 

Fortune-hunters are frequently notorious for the 
immorality of their charaéters, bur, Mr. Editor, that 
you may not conceive a worfe opinion of me than I 
really deferve; I will candidly aflure you, that I never 
was in a ftate of inebriation above thrice in my life ; 

that I never {wear, or talk profanely ; 3; and that I never 
but once attempted the honour of a lady, and that once, 
if I may be —*, the expreflion, was with an 
honourable intention. I had, as I fuppofed, gained 
the lady’s heart, but was fearf ‘ul that her parents might 
be averfe to our union; I thereforé thought there 
could be no harm in violating her honour, that I might 
give a proof of my owz, by afterwards efpoufing her. 
Knowing her to be of an amorous complexion, ‘I en- 
deavoured to fap the foundation of her virtue by thofe 
arts which are generally employed by feducers, but was 
repulfed with pone remonitrances, which, perhaps a 
re petition 
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repetition of the attack might have fubdued: unfortu- 
nately, however, her mother arrived in town the next 
day, received an unfavourable account of our intimacy 3 
forbade my admiffion to the houfe ; hurried her intothe 
country ; and fhortly after forced her into an alliance 
with a fox-hunting fquire, whofe only qualities were 
thofe of leaping over hedges and ditches, and caroufing 
with his boon companions. 

The firft female whom I had the honour of being 
acquainted with, upon a tender footing, was a young 
lady poffeffed of every accomplifhment, both mental and 
external, that could render her defirable in the eyes of 
aman of fentiment. Adorned with every virtue that 
could grace an angelic form, and bleffed with a fuavity 
of difpofition which a feraph might have envied, long 
did fhe reign the fweet diétatrefs of my actions —— 
Haplefs! ill-fated maiden! may thy fhade ftill hover 
over me; ftill may thy mild virtues fhed their fweeteft 
influence, for long and tenderiy did I love thee; and 
had not infatiate death bereaved me of thy lovely form, 
I ftill had been fupremely bleft, nor heaved that figh of 
fond regret, which an ever-wakeful remembrance in- 
{pires. Excufe this digreffion, Mr. Editor: my 
Louifa’s virtues claim it as a tribute. Snatched by an 
untimely fate from my expeétant arms, when my fondeft 
hopes were on the eve of their completion; with her 
I loft my all, for the was all my happinefs. 

Perhaps, fir, inftead of a fortune-hunter, you will 
conclude | am a fentimentaliit—I have my feelings, 
nor would I refign them for the molt {plendid fortune 
in Chriftendom ; although to them I may attribute 
many of my failures: one inftance of which I will re- 
cite. I vifited a young lady of confiderable fortune and 
connexions, with whom, at firft, 1 thought I could 
make myfelf happy ; and as J was moft favourably re- 
ceived by her mother, from whom I did not think pro- 
per to conceal my circumitances,; and meeting with 

feveral 
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feveral tender advances from herfelf, I had not the 
{malleft reafon to doubt the fulleft completion of my 
wifhes. So far all was fair; but upon a clofer ac- 
quaintance, I difcovered fome qualities in the lady’s 
difpofition, which were by no means confonant with 
my ideas of propriety; and my intereft yielded to a 
delicacy of fentiment, which, in minds of lefs fufcepti- 
bility, would have been eafily fuppreffed; and I was 
compelled to forfeit the friendfhip of a lady, whofe ta- 
lents and friendthip I admired, becaufe 1 could not yield 
to the caprices of her daughter. 

As an affiftance to my economy, I have fometimes 
found it neceflary to infinuate myfelf into the good 
graces of upper-fervants, where I have had no hopes of 
attracting the attention of the commanding branches of 
the family ; and have frequently found, in thofe atten- 
dants upon fafhion, though direétly oppofite to the ge- 
neral chara¢ter, a generofity of fentiment which would 
have done honour to the higher circles of focicty. Once 
in my life, through a connexion of this kind, 1 had the 
fortune to be noticed by the miftrefs of the houfe, a 
young lady of an independant fortune, who refided with 
her brother. With no great difficulty, I procured a 
formal introduétion to the family, was received with 
the greateft politenefs and attention, and foon contracted 
ftrict friendthips with feveral of her relations, which 
have never yet been violated. Every thing went on 
in a regular procefs; fettlements were made, agree- 
ments figned, the wedding clothes bought, and every 
thing but the day that was to make me matter of her 
perfon and fortune, was determined; when an almoft 
in{tantaneous, unaccountable caprice of the lady’s, which 
to this moment is to me an inexplicable myttery, -in- 
duced her to refufe that hand and heart which fhe had 
betore unequivocally promifed. This affair, Mr. Edi- 
tor, you will eafily fuppofe, gave me confiderable pam ; 
parucularly as L could obtain no fatisfa¢tory explana- 
tion : 
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tion: however J] foon confoled myfelf, by refleéting, 


that the woman who could aét in fo ungenerous a mane 
ner, was unworthy of my friendihip or my love. Not 
many days elapfed after this difagreeable occurrence had 
taken place, when, on my return home one evening, I 
found a letter on my table, direéted in an unknown 
hand, w hich, on opening, | found to be written by a 
female 5 it contained in plain, though delicate terms, 
a declaration of love, accompanied with fome fears, 
which the entertained of my fecrecy, when intrufting 
me with her name and addrefs. She informed me 
that fhe was on the point of entering into a refpeétable 
line of bufinefs; and, if I could contider her worthy of 
my efteem, her greateft happinefs would be, that of 
making me mafter of her perfon and property. I im- 
medi ately returned a polite an{wer to this kind epiftle ; 
afuring her, in retura for her candour, that my heart 
was uastrradted | by any peice objeét ; and as gene- 
rofity and good fenfe were virtues wh ich I nad ever 
admired, I had not the {mall oft doubt of being happy 
with a lady, who feemed to poffefs, in fo eminent a dee 
gree, thofe amiable qualities. I alfo difpatched an emif- 
fary to reconnoitre the premiics, who brought me the 
pleafing intelligence, that it was a very re{peétable 
houie, and, from appearances, in a very thriving ftate. 
You will believe me, Mr. Editor, when J tell you that 
1 took care not to be behind the appointed time ; but 
going along, poor Roderic Random’s difappointment, 
upon a fimilar occafion, made a forcible impreflion upon 
my mind, and it was not without fome tremors, that I 
entered the houfe of my fair correfpondent, when I 
was immediately introduced to the lady, who received 
me with the diftant referve of a perton who had never 
before feen me. I bowed, the curtiyed, and we were 
both much confufed——‘“ Madam,” I faultered—— 
‘ this is the firft time 1 have the pleafure of feeing a 
lady in whofe favour 1 had conceived fuch flrong pre- 
poffeiiions’’ * Sir!’ replied the, haftily “Ma 
dam,”’ 
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dam,”’ rejoined I, much embarraffed at her abruptnefs.— 
** Madam,” I proceeded, ‘*I prefume, I have not to in- 
form you of my name.”——** Your name, fir—treally, 
fir, I have not the honour to know either your name or 





perfon.”’ “No, madam!” faid I, quite ftaggered 
with this declaration —‘ my name is Harlar.’’—— 
** Harlar! Oh dear! I received a letter from a perfon 
of the name of Harlar this afternoon: I fancy, fir, 
there is fome mifunderftanding in the bufinefs.’-—— 
An explanation immediately took place ; when lo! the 
letter I had received was all a forgery! a vile impofture, 
Mr. Editor. I took leave of the lady with as much 
politenefs as my embarraffment would permit, and re- 
turned home. Refleéting upon the ftrangenefs of this 
adventure, I thought there might yet be a poffibility of 
turning it to advantage ; I therefore wrote to the lady, 
apologizing for my behaviour, enclofing a copy of the 
letter I had received, which I hoped would fufficiently 
account for it; at the conclufion, foliciting the friend- 
fhip of a lady, whofe perfon and manners I fo much 
admired. This opened the way to an interefting ac- 
quaintance ; but when I thought affairs was drawing 
towards a conclufion, I one day received the following 
epiftle from a female friend of the lady’s : 


SIR, 

Ar the requeft of Mifs * * * * * *, I write to in- 
form you, that if you can advance the fem of sool. 
to extend the bufinefs, fhe has no objection to pretent 
you with her hand ; if not, the begs that you will dif- 
continue your vifits. 

S. TIPPET. 


Once again were all my profpeéts overthrown ; and, 
after remonftrating, 1 was conftrained to give over the 
purfuit. 

You will perceive, Mr. Editor, that I have been ex- 
tremely unfortunate in my love affairs, and am, per- 
haps, entitled to a greater portion of pity than the ge- 
nerality of perfons in my fituation. 

I was 
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I was once attached to a lovely girl, whofe exalted 
virtues made the deepeft impreffion on my heart, and 
warmed my foul with every fentiment of honourable 
paifion: but friendthip checked the impulfe of my 
Jove, nor would my inflexible honour fuffer me to make 
an attempt upon the heart of a woman who was en- 
gaged to the perfon of my friend.—At another time I 
formed an acquaintance with a young lady of merit and 
accomplifhments ; but, confcious of my incapacity to 
fupport her in that fphere of life in which I always 
wifhed to move, I was conftrained to check my paf- 
fion in its infant growth ; fearing I might wound the 
feelings of a lady whom I fo much efteemed. 

Thus, Mr, Editor, has my evil genius thwarted my 
every effort, and I am deprived of the pleafures of ma- 
trimonial felicity by the cruel caprices of fortune. 

I mutt requeft you, fir, not to print this letter; but, 
as I am affured that the Monthly Vifitor has a nume- 
rous clafs of female readers, of the firft refpeétability, if 
you will infert the enclofed advertifement, cither on the 
wrapper, or in the body of your mifccilany, I fhall 
efteem it a fingular favour. 

I remain, 
Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 
T. HARLAR, 











P.$.—Should you receive any Iectters, if you will 
forward them according to the following addrefs, it will 
be confidered an additional obligation, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A gentleman of refpecétable character and connex- 
ions, without fortune, but poffefied of a genteel figure, a 
polite addrefs, with a goodtemper, and who is juft turned 
of eight-and-twenty, wifhes to enter the holy ftate of 
matrimony.—Any young lady of {entiment, of an agree- 

able 
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able perfon and temper, with fome tafte for literature, 
and a fortune not lefs than one hundred pounds per an- 
num, being defirous of meeting with an affeétionate and 
attentive partner for life, may be treated with upon 
terms of the firicteft honour and fecrecy, by fending an 
enclofure addreffed to T.H. in a cafe, directed for the 
Editors of the MONTHLY VISITOR. 

N. B.—As the gentleman's — are aétuated 
by fincerity, he hopes no la dv will ll apply, who has not 
formed the refclution of abiding by the diétates of that 
virtue. An appli cation, € enclofing an addrefs, will be 
anfwered by a communication with the real name and 
place of shade of the advertifer ; or, if more agreeable, 
will be attended to by a perfon al interview. 


ee WEEE ae 


ROYAL ACADEMY. 
EXHIBITION THE TWENTY-NINTH. 1797. 
} 


“aurluAted fram hag “ 
{ Conclu t¢ a prom Laz. 440.) 


WN i 16e. © A Portrait of a celebrated Aétrefs. 
AN By Beechy.’’ Is a pleafing likenefs of Miss 


No. 166. This “ Portrait of a Lady,’’ does no cre- 
dit to Lawrence. Com; parit ons may be odious ; fi 
who can look at Jofeph’ Ls Irs. . Siddons as the T ragic 





Mufe,”’ (No. 203, in the exhibition,) and revert to 
this portrait by Lawrence ? 

No. 243. ** The coronation of Henry VI. at Paris. 
if agra Rial ue very w rohty y roductic n indeed ! 


t 
Opie, Op c—what would thy friend PETER fay to this 
coronation. 

No. 238. ‘ Mr. Suett as Dicky Goflip in My 
Grandmother. By S. De Wude, isa capital impref- 
fion of that < é 

No. 2 ‘ Cicero, with the Magiftrates of Syracufe, 
difcovers the T omb of Archimedes, an hiliorical picture. 


Weft.” 





or. 
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Weft.” This is marti of the Prefident of the Britith 
{chool. What mode! Mr. Weft has chofen for his 
general ftyle of colouring, we are not informed; but 
it iscertainly a very uncouth one, as we never can “fup- 
pofe that a man of his talents would traduce them, in 
imitation. Thus we have the Prefident’s two fons, 
with fair not far diftant from green; and the Reve- 
rend Mr. Prefton like an exhibitor at Bartholomew 
Fair. 

No. 13. “ The Two Mifs Leafs. W. Owen.’’ 
We entreat this gentieman’s pardon for detaining him 
til now: though very near to the laft,in this place, he 
is very far from the leaft, at Someriet Houfe. There 
is, in thefe, a delicacy and ftrength cf conception, an 
unity and fentiment of feature, and a fweetnefs of co- 
lour, by no means characterifiic of the furrounding 
portraits. 

We heave feen a number of MINIATURES; but few 
of predominant merit: and fome pieces of SCULPTURE 
where Gerrard, as ufual, is excellent. With little in 
ARCHITECTURE, that little has nothing uncommon. 

Withdrawing all hades of compariion from what 4as 
been to what is, we cannot concur in that eulogiftic 
preference which has been affigned to this, over pre- 
ceding Exhibitions. ‘The increafe of portraits, alone, 
is, We prefume, no matter for exultation. It might be 
amufing, though we fear that it would not be inform- 
ing, to a phyfiognomift, there is fuch a prevalence of 
famenefs and infipidity—of infipidity and famenefs. 
Few are thofe efforis which intereft or alarm—where 
every power of imagination, of knowledge, and of judg- 
ment, are aw akened to noble conceptions and to daring 
purfuits. Nature, ever charming end fertile, is mere- 
tricioufly delineated or affeétedly “defpifed, with, indeed, 
fome folitary exceptions : while Hiftory, the grand 
fource of animation, is negleéted or obfcured 

Neither can we confirm the general difpofition of the 

different pieces, Small pictures are almoft elevated be- 

Vor. 1. Xx yond 
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yond the reach of contemplation ; and large ones, feen 
to advantage at a diftance, thruft painfully on the optic 
nerve. The catalogue is miferably incorreét. 





PRESENT STATE OF THE TURKISH WOMEN. 
BY JAMES DALLAWAY, M. B. F.S. A. 


- Late Chaplain and Phyfician of the Britifh Embaffy 
to the Porte. 


S° dependent is opinion upon education, and 
the early habits of life, that the ftate of female 
fociety in the feraglio, is to themfelves that of the moft 
perfe& happinefs. It was ordamed by Mahommed 
that women fhould not be treated as intclleétual beings, 
left they fhould afpire to equality with men. This 
fy {tem he found already prevalent in the Eatt, and re- 
ceived by his converts, and therefore can not be charged 
with having curtailed their liberty and focial inter- 
courfe. Throughout Turkey, in every rank of life, 
the women are literally children of a larger growth, as 
trifling in their amufements, as unbounded in their de- 
fires, an as abfolutely at the difpofal of others, being 
confidered by the men merely as created for the purpofe 
of nature, or fexual luxury None of our miftekes con- 
cerning the opinions of the Turks, is more unjuft than 
that which refpeéts the notion attributed to them, that 
women have no fouls, on the other hand, they are pre- 
mifed in the Koran to be reftored with all the charms 
of eternal youth and unblemifhed virginity, and whar, 
in many inftances, may heighten the idea of perfeét 
paradife to themfelves, not again to be united with 
their former earthly hufbands, but to be allotted to other 
true muffulmans, by the benevolence of the prophet. 
The females of the feraglio are chiefly Georgian and 
Circaffian flaves, fele€ted from: all that are either pri- 
vately 
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vately bought, or expofed to fale in the Avrét bazar *, 
and, for many reafons, are admitted at an early age. 
We 


* The Avrét Bazar (woman market) confifts ofan inclofed 
court, with a cloifter and {mall apartments furroundirg it It 
is fupplied by female flaves brought from Egypt, Abyfunia, 
Georgia, and Circaffia, who are expofed to public fale every 
Friday morning. Thofe from the firft mentioned countries 
are generally purchafed for domettic fervices, which, :1 a me- 
nial capacity, no Turkifh woman will condefcend to perform ; 
their perfons or countenauces are rarely beautiful, and their 
price feldom exceeds forty pounds Englifh. The exquifite 
beauty of the others is enhanced by every art of drefs and 
oriental accomplifhments, and they are ufually fold for feveral 
thoufand piattres. Many are referved for the feraglio, where, 
though they are confidered as mott fortunate, they are moft fre- 
quently facrificed Intrigues are concealed by the application 
of poifonous drugs which often occafion death, and upon de- 
teétion of pregnancy they are inftantly drowned. One thudders 
to relate how many of thefe victims are taken out into the fea, 
at the dead ofthe night, and committed to the deep. Formerly, 
the Avrét Bazar was open to Franks, who were fuppofed to 
purchafe flaves in order to redeem them, but they are now ex- 
cluded, by order of the prefent fultan’s father. 

The beauty of the Circaffian girls is preferved by the inven- 
tion of inoculation, which belongs to them, and not to the 
Turks, a circumftance mifreprefented by Voltaire and Tiffot. 
At prefent it is more commonly practifed in Afiatic Turkey, 
than at Conflantinople. Muftafa II. was prevented from 
having the reigning fultan inoculated by the fears of his mo- 
ther. The operation is ufually performed by old women, who 
affect a great mytftery, though the treatment differs little from 
ourown. They make the puncture with three needles tied 
together, and the Greeks vary only by making it in the form 
of a crofs. 

Under the patronage of Lady M. W. Montague, Mr. Mait- 
land, a furgeon, who had learned the method in Turkey, firft 
practifed it in London. In 1721 the college of phyficians re- 
quetted five condemned perfons of the king, for the experi- 
ment. Upon four the eruption appeared on the feventh day ; 
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We may readily conclude that an affemblage of native 
beauty fo exquifite, does not exift in any other place. 

The education of thefe girls is very fcrupuloufly at- 
tended to; they are taught to dance with more luxu- 
riance than grace, to fing and to play onthe tambourin, 
a {pecies of guitar; and fome of them excel in em- 
broidery. This arrangement is conduéted folely by the 
elder women, though from the tafte for European fafh- 
ions, which Sultan Selim openly avows, fome Greek 
women have been lately introduced to teach them the 
harp and piano-forte, which they had learned for that 
purpofe. Amongft the five hundred already men- 
tioned, the kiflar-agha precifely fettles all precedence. 
Some are difqualified by age from the notice of the ful- 
tan, and of thofe who are confidered as wives there are 
four; he is reftri€ted to feven, but as to concubines 
there is ro legai limitation, and their number depends 
on the inc.ination of their fublime mafter. The fupe- 
riors {pend their time in a feries of fedentary amufe- 
ments. Dre!s,the moft fumpruous that can be imagined, 
changed frequently in the courfe of the day, the moft 
magnificent apartments and furniture; vifits of cere- 
mony with each other, and the inceffant homage of their 
fubordinate companions. fill their minds with a fort of 
fupine happinefs, which indeed 1s all that moft Turkith 
women atpire to, or are qualified to experience. 

Sometimes, as an indulgence, they are permitted to 
go to the kcifques near the fea, of which circumftance 
the officers of police are informed, that no veffel fhould 
approach too near the feraglio point. Every fummer 
the fultan vifits his palaces in rotation for a fhort time 
with his harem, when every pafs and avenue, within 


the fifth was a woman, on whom it never appeared, but fhe con- 
feffed that fhe hadit when an infant. There is a treatife by a 
phyfician of Pera, entitled “ Differtatio hiftorica, Drs, Temone 
de inoculatione pro variolis,’ 
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three or five miles diftance, is guarded by fierce bof- 
tandjis*, left the approach of any male being fhould 
contaminate them. 

They depend entirely upon their female flaves for 
amufements, which have any thing like gaiety for their 
object, and recline on their fofas for hours, whilft dan- 
cing, comedy, and buffoonery, as indelicate as our vulgar 
puppet- fhow, are exhibited before them. Greek and 
Frank ladies occafionally vifit them, whofe hufbandsare 
conneéted with the Porte as merchants or interpreters, 
under pretence of fthewing them curiofities from Eu- 
rope. From fuch opportunities all the accurate infor- 
mation concerning the interior of the palace muft be 
colieéted, and to fuch I am, at prefent, indebted. 

The articles of female habiliment are infinite, both as 
to coft and number, but change of fafhion is adopted 
only for the head attire, which happens with {carcely 
lefs frequency than in the courts of Europe. They 
are imitated by the Greek ladies, whofe drefs differs 
little from theirs; but the original Greek drefs, rather 
than of the Turktfh harém, ts that defcribed by Lady 
M. Wortley Montague. Both the ftyle of beauty, and 
the idea of improving its effeét bv ornament amongft 
the Ottoman women, have much fingularity. Of the 
few I have feen with an open veil, or without one, the 
faces were remarkable for {ymmetry and brilliant com- 
plexion, with the nofe ftraight and {mall, the eyes vi- 
vacious, cither black or dark blue, having the eye-brows 
partiy from nature, and as much from art, very full 
and joining over the nofe. Tey have a cuftom too of 
drawing a black line with a mixture of powder of an~ 
timony and oii, cailed Surméh, above and under the 
eye-lafhes, in order to give the eye more fire. Of the 
thape and air little can be faid from our idea of loveli- 
nefs. All the Levantine women, from their mode of 
fitting on their fofas, ftoop extremely, and walk very 
awkwardly. Warm baths, ufed without moderation, 
and unrelieved idlenefs, fpoil in’ moft inftances, bya 
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complete relaxation of the folids, forms that nature in- 
tended fhould rival the elegance of their countenances. 
The nails both of the fingers and feet are always 
ftained of a rofe colour. Such is the tafte of Afiatics. 
The difcriminative trait of beauty between the Circaf- 
fign and Greek women, is the more majeftic air and 
ftature of the former, while the latter excel upon a 
fmaller fcale, no lefs in brilliancy of complexion, than in 
fymmetry and delicacy of form. The ftatues of Juno, 
Minerva, or the Amazons, are contrafted by that of the 
Medicean Venus. Both very generally anfwer to Ho- 
mer’s defcription of ‘ the fuil eyed,’ and * the deep 
bofomed.”’ 

In the ftreets of Conftantinople no female appears 
without her feredjé and mahramah; the former refembles 
a loofe riding coat with alarge fquare cape covered with 
quilted filk, and hanging down low behind, made uni. 
verfally amongft the Turks of green cloth, and amongtt 
the Greeks and Armenians of brown, or fome grave 
colour. The mahramah is formed by two pieces of 
muflin, one of which is tied under the chin, enveloping 
the head, and the other acrofs the mouth and half the 
nofe, admitting fpace enough for fight. Yellow boots 
are drawn over the feet ; and thus equipped, a woman 
may meet the public eye without feandal. This drefs 
is of very ancient invention, calculated for concealment 
of the perfon, nor can there be a more complete dif- 
guife. 

In every civilized country the middle ranks of fociety 
enjoy the trueft comfort. Whilft the ladies in the 
haréms of great or opulent Turks, are ‘confoling them- 
felves with faitidious indulgence, in luxury unknown to 
the vulgar, the wives and concubines of fober citizens 
are allowed almoft a free intercourfe with each other. 
The men, merchants or mechanics, are engaged in their 
various occupations, leaving the whole day at the dif- 
pofal of the women, who walk the ftreets and bazars in 
groupes of muffed figures, or go to the cemetries, 
where, 
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where, upon ftated days, under pretence of faying 
prayers at the graves of deceafed friends, they enjoy 
the fhade of cypreffes, whilft loitering away many 
hours ; and fhow unreftrained happinefs, by the moft 
vehement loquacity. Several times a year they are 
drawn in arabahs, or painted waggons, with a covering 
of red cloth, by buffaloes gaudily harneffed, to fome 
favourite retreat in the country, but never attended by 
the men of their family. 

That iove of fplendid drefs which diftinguifhes the 
nations of the Eaft, pervades every rank of females. 
Thofe conneéted with the meaneft labourer occafionally 
wear brocade, rich furs, and embroidery of gold or 
filver, which are willingly fupplied by his daily toil. 
In large haréms the number of children is proportion- 
ably fmall, where few women produce more than three. 
.Much has been faid concerning the infidelity of the 
Turkifh women belonging to haréms of quality ; who- 
ever has pafed a few years in this country, muft know 
that any fcheme of gallantry would be utterly imprac- 
ticable, however they may have been prompted, by 
perfonal vanity, to impofe a falfe opinion on the world. 
In complete eftablithments they are guarded by thofe 
unfortunate men 


“Who youth ne’er loved, and beauty ne’er enjoyed ;” 


and in thofe of lefs expence, by old women, whofe 
ceafclefs vigilance is equally fecure. 

If fuch things ever happen, it may be fuppofed of 
thofe who are permitted to gad abroad ; but this pri- 
vilege is conditional, and never without a certain num- 
ber of relatives or neighbours. 

During my refidence at Pera, I heard of but one 
circumftance only. A young Venetian ferved in the 
fhop of an apothecary at Conttantinople, whom a 
Turkith lady, attended only by her flave, came to 
confult, and was fhewn into another room, leaving the 
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apprentice and the fair Circaffian alone. It is faid, 
that nothing then paffed between them. Ina few days 
returning with her miftrefs, and the fame opportunity 
recurring, fhe opened her heart, propofed elopement, 
and promifed much treafure. She kept her word, and 
they difappeared without fubfequent detection. Upon 
difcovery the punifhment of thefe lovers would have 
been horrible ; he would have been impaled alive, and 
fhe drowned in a fack. Such a penal code as that of 
the Turks, has in no period of corruption been adopted 
by any nation of Chrittians. 

Infidelity or licentioufnefs in women, is a fubje& of 
the fevereft crimination amongft the Turks, and their 
punithment of it borders upon grofs barbarity. That 
branch of police is under the jurifdiétion of the boftandji 
bafhi, or captain of the guard, with many inferior of- 
ficers. When any of thefe miferable girls are appre- 
hended, for the firft time they are put to hard labour, 
and ftnétly confined; but for the fecond they are re- 
committed, and many at a time tied up in facks, and 
taken in a boat to the Seraglio-point, where they are 
thrown intothe tide. The Turks excufe this cruelty 
by pleading the law, and adding that every woman has 
it in her power to be attached to one man, by kebinn, 
or contraét, for a certain term before the kady, which 
ceremony would exempt them from the cognizance of 
the police. 

The real ftate of female flaves in Turkey has been 
much mifreprefented. I do not allude to it previoufly 
to their eftablifhment in fome haram, when expofed to 
fale with praétices of their owners equally repugnant 
to humanity and decency : but when they become pri- 
vate property, they are well clothed, and treated with 
kindne(fs by their miftreffes. If the hufband prefents 
his wife with a female flave, fhe becomes her fole_pro- 
perty, and he cannot cohabit with her without legal 
complaint of the wife, excepting with her confent, 
which prudence generally inclines her to give. No 
woman 
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woman of Turkifh birth can be an odalik, or domeftic 
flave. Illegitimacy is unknown, for every child, born 
of the wife or concubine, has nearly equal rights. The 
fuperior privilege of the wife confifts only in the par- 
tition of the hufband’s property on his deceafe, and the 
difficulty of procuring a divorce without her acqui- 
efence. Odaliks are difmiffed and refold at pleafure, 
if they have borne no child. But it frequently happens 
that they become confidential with their miftreffes, are 
emancipated, and married to hufbands whom they pro- 
vide for them. Few young men have more than one 
wife, but the elder, if opulent, indulge themfelves to 
the extent of the prophet’s licence. My fair country- 
women, from fo fight a fketch of female economy in 
this eccentric nation, may form favourable conclufions 
refpecting that of ourown. They may reft affured, that 
in no other country are the moral duties and rational li- 
berty fo juftly appreciated, or fo general rewarded with 
happine(s. 


+ meee 


SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 


ye memoirs of this eminent painter, prefixed to 
his works, lately publifhed, were certainly fent to 
the prefs without thofe enquiries which would have 
enabled the biographer to fpeak more minutely of the 
mot interefting part of a man’s life,—his emerfion into 
public notice. Thofe little particulars, that pleafe, in- 
ftruét, and propel us to emulation, are the moft ufeful, 
as well as the moft appropriate part of the biographer’s 
duty ; if indeed we are to expeét an eulogy only, or 
funeral oration, an account of the deceafed’s life is 
merely a fecondary affair; we have no bufinefs with 
any thing but pratfe, the collateral parts of the picture 
are to be totally fuppreffed. 

Thus it is with Edmund Malone, Efq. formerly an 
annotator on Shakefpeare, and now the executor of Sir 


Jofhua, 
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Jofhua, as the latter was of Dr Johnfon, to whom the 

uondam friends, chofe to confign the trouble of pub- 
lifhing their own * laff correétions and improvements ;”’ 
a new fpecies of pofthumous literary frien wisip this, 
which, from, the examples before us, we need not 
doubt will come into general ufe, fince no fenfible 
teftator would deny himfelf the dying hope of living 
onwards at fo {mail an expence, as the bequeft of his 
works to fome grat: ful friend. 

If Mr. Malone meant to give the life of Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds, if he had not meant to write merely /ome- 
thing about him, if he pretended to give aught more 
than his edoge, or to convey a bona fide idea of bis fubje&t, 
it was incumvent on Mr. M. to make inquiry into his 
family conneétions and early propenfities, his opening 
genius an primitive occupations, among the Reynolds’ 
of Plympton, and the numerous group to whom he 
was known in Plymouth and Exeter, and to give the 
world a faithful account, in the plain language of nar- 
ration. Had Mr. M. made the flighteft fearch, much 
information would have been derived from thefe fources; 
the worthy fubje&t of his Memors would appear in 
the more amiable light of fraternal benignity; and, if 
a failing memory can be depended upon, his earlier 
life exhibited traits of the future father of the Englifh 
fchool. The writer of this communication can only 
remember, that Sir Jofhua, while a boy, was difpatched 
to his uncle at Exeter, the Rev. John Reynolds, a pre- 
bend and canon refidentiary of the cathedral. there. 
Under this uncle he ftudied a fhort time, until fome 
difagreement betwixt him and his younger brother 
Robert, determined the uncle to fend home the eldeft; 
but the younger remained until the deceafe of his uncle, 
whofe property he enjoyed.—This brother, who after. 
wards Pied in the bufinefs of an ironmonger in Exeter, 
was relieved from neceflity (and I believe from pri- 
fon,) by the afliftance of his brother, lately created a 
knight. The creditors were fatisfied by the munifi- 
cence of Sir Jofhua; and Robert Reynolds — 
th 
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till about the year 1786, upon a penfion from his 
brother, at firft cafual, but rendered permanent a few 
years before. It was at a vifit paid by Dr. Johnfon to 
the weft of Devonihire, accompanied by David Gar- 
rick, and Sir Jofhua Reynolds, as near as | can recol- 
leét, about the years 1773—6, that 1 faw thefe three 
luminaries, for the only time in my life. We have 
never learned, from the literary drones who buzzed 
about the fhade of Johnfon, whether this excurfion had 
any {pecific objeé on his part. It may be not: but 
then, it does not follow, that Sir Jofhua might not 
have in view to exhibit him(elf in the company of thofe 
two great men, amidft the gaping throng who knew 
his family. It is an incontrovertible faé, that neither 
Johnfon nor Garrick faw the indigent brother of Sir 
Jothua, and it behoves our biographical executor to 
account for a behaviour fo contradictory, as well as to 
reconcile pofitive benevolence with apparent pride. 





DEATH OF DANCER THE MISER. 
| Tempeft was the only perfon who had any 


influence on this unfortunate mifer ; and though 
fhe knew fhe would divide the bulk of his fortune with 
Captain Holmes, the, with that gentleman, employed 
every device to make him partake of thofe conveniences 
and indulgences which his riches could fupply, but 
without effeét. 

One day however, Lady Tempeft had the fatisfa€tion 
to prevail on him to purchafe a hat (having worn the one 
he then poffeffed, for thirteen years ) from a Jew for a 
fhilling. On vifiting him the next day, fhe, to her 
very great aftonifhment, obferved he ftill retained the 
old chapeau. On repeatedly enquiring the reafon, he 
at length told her, that after much folicitation he had 
prevailed on old Griffiths, his fervant, to give him /ix- 
pence profit! upon the hat he had purchafed the day 
before. 


Lady 
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Lady Tempeft nee that he was npn to trout 
ftewed in claret, one day fent him fome as a prefent. It 
was frofty weather, and the ftew, from lying by a night, 
had become congealed. As he was very liable to the 
tooth-ache, he did not dare eat it until it was warmed, 
and to light a fire was an expence he could not afford. 
His thrifty genius, however, foon fuggefted a means of 
imparting a fufficient degree of warmth to the ftew for 
him to eat of it, without incurring either pain or expence. 
In fevere weather, as it then was, he always lay in bed 
to keep himfelf warm, and he thought a fimilar mode 
might as well be adopted with the fifh; tothis end he 
had it put with the fauce between two pewter plates, 
and placing them under his body, fat upon them till 
their contents were fufficiently warm!!! 

During the illnefs which terminated this miferable 
man’s mifpent life, in the 78th year of his age, in the 
month of October, 1794, Lady Tempeft accidentally 
called upon him, and found him laying in an old fack, 
which came up to his neck. On Lady Tempett’s re- 
monftrating againft the impropriety of fuch a fituation, 
he replied, that having come into the world without a 
fhirt, he was determined to go out in the fame manner. 
She then requefted him to have a pillow to raife his 
head, which he refuled, but ordered his old fervane 
Griffiths to bring him atrufs of hay for that purpofe. 

The houfe in which Mr. Dancer lived, and which, 

at his death, came into the poffeifion of Captain Holines, 
was a moft miferable building: it had not been repaired 
for halfa century. Thous gh poor in external appear- 
ance, its mterior was foon difcovered to’ be very rich : 
at different times Captain Holmes found feveral large 
bowls filled with guineas and half-guineas, and various 
parcels of bank notes ftuffed under the covers of old 
chairs. In the ftable alto, Captain Holmes found fome 
jugs of dollars and fhillings. It was known that Mr. 
Dancer was accuftumed to go to this P ‘lace in the dead 
of night, but for what purpofe even old Griffiths could 
not afcertain; bur it is fuppofed it was to rob one jug 
to add to a bow], which was buried in the kitchen. 
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DRURY-LANE. 


May 22. (For the Benefit of Mr. Kelly) Haunted 
Tower—Adela, by Signora Storace— 
Sylvefter Daggerwood — The Camp— 
Cupid and Pyiche 
. (For the Benefit of Mifs Leak) Rofiha— 
Child of Nature—Hovel. This “ Hovel’’ 
was too pitiful to excite the pity of a 
London audience. 
24. (For the Benefit of Mr. Kins )—She Would 
and She Would Not—Kitty Connolly and 
Jack the Painter—Linco’s ‘Travels— 
Smugglers. 

25. (For the Benejit of Mrs. Powell)—Hamlet, 
Hamlet Mrs. Powell—Richard Coeur de 
Lion. 

26. Wi:/—No Song No Supper. 

3. Love for Love—Syiveiter Daggerwood— 
My Grandmother. 

29. (For the Benefit of Mrs. fordan—School for 
Scandail—Devil to Pay. 

The lofs whichthis comedy had futtained, in the per- 
fon of Mifs Farren, was by many confidered as irre- 
trievable : even thofe of the moft fanguine minds, could 
not {oon hope a renewal of that wonderful aétrefs. 
That Mrs. Jordan, whofe peculiar line of ating was 
fo oppofite to the talents of a Lady Teaxve, and who 
reigned, without a rival, in her natural department, 
fhould think to fucceed the now Countefs of Derby, 
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and that on her own benefit night, excited no common 
attention, We were prefent, as were many of our 
brother critics, on this occafion ; and without any par- 
tialities or prejudice towards the fentiments of thofe 
gentlemen, or the independent Mrs. Jordan, we fhall 
proceed to {peak of her performance.—We muft here 
remark, and it is a remark by no means peculiar, that 
the per/on of this actrefs is againit the prefent appear- 
ance. As, however, this remark may podifibly arife, 
more from our contemplations of her predeceffor, thaa 
the fimple confideration of Lady Teazle, we think it 
juft to fay, that, had we never been accuftomed to fee 
Mifs Farren, from the criterion by which we judge of 
the fafhionable world, fuch a figure and fuch a grace as 
were united in the performances of that lauy, would ftill, 
in our ideas, have been more agrecable to Sheridan’s 
delineation. Lady Teaxle, though originating in a 
Country Gurl, is fuppoted to be fo perfeétiy mniaated in 
the rules of tafhion, that, to parody her own language, 
fhe might prefent her compliments to the ruitic-college, 
of which Mrs. Jordan 1s prefident, and inform thera 
that Lady Teazle, licentrate, returns the diploma rhey 
granted her, as the leaves off all kinds of awk wardne(s, 
and is guilty of rufticity no longer. In that interefting 
fcene, Act 3, between Svr Peter and his Lady, Mrs. 
Jordan acquitted herfeif with confiderable credit. Her 
ogles were natural and bewitching : and her artfulmeds, 
when fhe repels her hutband, by faying— No, my 
note of hand will do as well,’”’ after coaxing from him 
two hundred pounds, was admirably feen. Her emo- 
tions, on her intervicw with Foe/eps, when he would 
urge her into bafenefs and guilt, were extremely atfedt- 
ing. [his places her ladyihip behind the fcreen; and 
we are to fee how the looked when it was removed. 
Sir Peter’s affeétionate conduét, a poignant fenfe of 


; 
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felf-reproach, and a moft ineffable difdain for the tur- 
pitude of FJofeph, are the fenfations with which the is 
ditcovered by a fond and a diftraéted hufband Guilty 
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fhe ought not to look, for her guilt had fearcely been 
imaginary. Of thefe contending emotions, did not that 
of fhame predominate ? Did Mrs. Jordan come forward 
with that haughty contempt which fhe muft feel to- 
wards the villainous Yo/eph? In fine, looked fhe as 
Lady Teazle ? 

Her confeffion was more noble and fatisfaétory. Jo- 
feph fays, when Lady Teazle rejeéts his falfehoods, 
** What! is the woman mad !’’—** No” (replied this 
aétrefs, with a firm, with a colleéted indignation) * no 
fir, fhe has recovered her fenfes. Sir Peter,” (witha 
commanding tendernefs) ‘I cannot expeét you will 
credit me; but the tendernefs you expreffed for me”’ 
(with emotions of ftifled grief) “ when I am certain 
you did not know I was within hearing, has pene- 
trated fo deep into my foul, that could I have efcaped 
the mortification of this difcovery, my future life fhould 
have convinced you of my fincere repentance. As for 
the fmooth-tongueid hypocrite,” (here her eye darted 
the moft expreffive contempt, as it met that of the 
fkulking Yofeph,) ‘ who would have feduced the wife 
of his tvo credulous friend, while he pretended an 
honourable paffion for his ward, I now view him in fo 
defpicabie a light, that I fhall never again refpeét my- 
felf for having liftened to his addreffes.”’ 

On the whole, Mrs. Jordan’s Lady Teazle, if not 
excellent, was refpeétable : and at a time when it was 
thought, that it would be impoffible to perfonify her 
Ladyfhip, Mrs. Jordan is commendable in having en- 
deavoured it. 

Mr. Murray. The fudden illnefs of Mr, King, 
rendered the reprefentation of the School for Scandal 
extremely doubtful, till Mr. Murray accepted the part 
of Sir Peter Teazle. And we fcruple not to fay, that 
the lofs of King, highly and fincerely as we refpeét him, 
might be lefs felt than the lofs of Mifs Farren. This 
was a part well fuited to Murray, who excels in the 
fill and the pathetic. “+ Zounds, Rowley,” (faid he ; 
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in a tone that was univerfally felt,) “when an old 
bachelor marries a voung wife, he deferves—aye, he 
deferves—no—the crime carries the punithment along 
with it.”’ His contentions, his affeétions, and his recon- 
ciliations, were dittinétly and emphatically marked. 
In the fereen developement, nothing can be imagined 
more appofite than the conduéct of this aétor. His 
mirth in revealing to Charles the ftory of the French 
milliner, and his amazement the moment after, when 
Charles, throwing down the fereen, prefented that 
milliner in the fhape of Lady Teaxle, mutt confirm the 
reputation of Mr. Murray. ‘ Lady Teazle!” (ex- 
claimed he, turning from her towards the door, and in 
an accent alarmingly impreffive,) “ Lady Teazle, by 
all that is damnable '’’ His previous converfation with 
his nephew Fofeph, on the nature of his legacies to his 
lady, the dit pofitions which he had made for her hap- 
pinefs, and the affection with which he regarded her, 
were feelingly, and admirably pourtrayed. Such was 
the Sir Peter of this night. 

THE PLAy itfelf hath undergone fo much fcrutiny, 
that any further obfervations on the nature and tendency 
of the School for Scandal, will never meet with a cer- 
tain clafs of readers. This comedy, however, is of too 
lafting a date to be light'y paffed over. Contrary to 
fome advocates for theatrical pleafures, we do not be- 
lieve, that any perfon, who frequents the theatre, goes 
there for the ‘acquifition of morals: but we do believe, 
that, although the effeét of virtue, fo circumitanced, i is 
tranfient and unav ailing, the bufinefs of vice is inftan- 
taneous and permanent. Virtue may produce reforma- 
tion; while vice w//, infallibly, corrupt. There is 
fome morality fcattered up and down this piece; but 
that morality is in the meouth of a villain: and there are 
too, not a rm moft pernicious featiments ; while thofe 
fentiments are uttered by a good rake! Let us take a 
fample of each. 

Charics 
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Charles—felling the family piétures. ‘¢ Here are 
two brothers, William and Walter Blunt, Efqrs. both 
members of parliament, and great f{peakers; and what’s 
very extraordinary, I believe this is the firft time they 
were ever bought or fold.” The plaudits of the houfe 
were here fo great, that the aétors could not proceed 
for fome minutes, 

Sir Oliver.—“ Oh, Mafter Rowley, in my time fer- 
vants were content with the follies of their matters, 
when they were worn a little threadbare; but now 
they have their vices, like their birth-day clothes, with 
the glofs on.” 


Carelefs.— But hark’ye, Charles, don’t Jet that 
fellow make you part with any of that money to dif- 
charge mufty old debts. Tradefmen, you know, are 
the moft impertinent people in the world.” 

Charles.— True, and paying them would only be 
encouraging them,” 

Rowley—* Ah, Sir, I wifh you would remember 
the proverb— 

Charles.—“ Be juff before you are generous—Why, 
fo I would if I could, but juftice is an old, lame, hob- 
bling beldame, and I can’t get her to keep pace with 
generofity for the foul of me. Two attempts—and 
but #wo, were made, to applaud this fpeech. 

The following fentiments are diicriminative, and 


juft : 


Sir Peter—“ Jufeph will make vou ample amends— 
/ ] ‘ ee 4 5 
Every body {peaks weil of him. 

Sir Oliver—‘ I am very forry to hear it; he has too 
good a charaéter to be an honeft fellow—Every body 
{peaks well of him—pfhaw—then he has bowed as 
low to knaves and fools, as to the noneft dignity of ge 

? P = 
; : : 
nius and virtue. 


Lady Teazle-— But then, the confcioufnefs of my 
ipnocence— 


¥Yy3 Jofeph 
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Jofeph—* Ah, my dear Lady Teazle, ’ tis that con- 
{cioufnefs of your innocence that ruins you. What is 
it that makes | you imprudent in your condudét, and care- 
lefs of the cenfures of the world? The confcioufnefs of 
your innocence. What is it makes you regardlefs of 
forms, and inattentive to your hufband’s peace? Why, 
the confcioufnefs of your innocence.—Now, my dear 
Lady Teazle, if you could only be prevailed upon to 
make a trifling faux pas, you can ’c know how circum- 
f{peé& you would grow.’ This is one of thofe involun ? 
tary honours, which vice is always p aying to virtue. 

Charles, the incomparable Charles, whote integrity is 
without fentiment, and whofe diffipation 1s wiitout 
error, does not act a very confiftent fcene in the difpo- 
fal of the pictures: and we leave it to unbiaffed minds 
—whether the regards which he then expreffes for his 
uncle, and the money which he refufes for his portrait, 
come under the denomination of zatura/? The whole 
of Charles is made out of that common-place faw— 
a reformed rake is the beft hufband. A proverb to 
which every one has not fubfcribed. 

Even Jofeph’ s villainy, is fomething para \doxical. 
He feems half drawn in by the wiles, and half excul- 
pated by the incitements of Lad y Sneerwell. As to 
Lady Teazle, ihe is not, as fome woul think, the pre- 
dominant charaéter: the palm mutt be given to Jofeph ; 
who divides it with’ his confidante—Laty 'y Sneerweil, 
and fhe—with her underling, Snake. 





The Surface of Palmer, the fweetacf of Mrs. 
Gooda!!, and the-Candour of Mifs Pope, need no com- 
ments from us: they are known, and they are felt. 
Carelefs is an infignificant; but Carelefs fays— With 
all my heart—I handle a hammer as well as a dice box 
—a going—a going.’ We with that he was gone, 
Gentle reader, do not mifunderftand us: by Careleis, 
we mean Charles Kemble! 


o. (For 
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30. (For the Benefit of Mr. With eld) Wheel of 
Fortune—Scotch Ghot— Spoil’d Child. 

3i. (For the Bencfi of Mr. Fy ‘rook ) Willi— 
Fairy Feftiy: ine Wand rh ¢ Jew. 

JUNE I. (For the Benefit 0 f Mifs De Camp) § 
Would and She “We ould pa «ii 
Daggerwood—Critic. 

2. (For the Bencfit of Mr. R. Palmer) Firft 
Love—Lodottka. 
g. Stege of Belerade—Scotch Ghoft—Wan- 
dering Jew. 
6. (For the Benefit of Mr. Sede wick) Child 
of Nature—Robin Hoo d—De vil to Pay. 
4. (For the Benefit of Mr. lWathen) Recruit- 
ing Officer —Sylveiter lh wood — 
Poor Soldier. 
8. (For the Beneft of Mr. Diguu wi Couniry 
Gir/—P urfe—W anderi 
9. (For the Benefi of Moefirs. 
man, and fohn fier) 
Scotch Ghoft— Critic Cc 
10. Bold Stroke for a Wife—-No Song No Sup- 
per. 
12. Will—Critic. 
13. Few—Prize. 
14. Heirefs-—Two Strings to your Bow. 
15. Ceencetne Grandmother. 
16. " ‘the Benefit of Me(jis. Shode, Canteron, 
VYood, W for, St. Se, Ge, Se. Ge Ge.) 
Bantudena Ghoi—High Life below 
Stairs. 












7 eld, True Ce- 
+ Scandal 









, 
4 


Here ended the Seafon at Drury, with the ufnal return 


of Thanks. 
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COVENT GARDEN. 


May 22.(For the Benefit of Mr. Wild) School for 
Wives—Village Fete—Otcar and Mal- 
vina. 

23. (For the Benefit of Mrs. Mountain) Inkle 
and Yarico—Yarico by Mrs. Powell— 
Diamond cut Diamond 

24. (For the Benefit of Mrs. Clendining) Love 
in aVilloge—Harmonic F eftival—Lovers’ 
Quarrels. 

25. Wives as they Were, and Maids as they 
Are—Pofitive Man. 

26. Man of the World—Warlequin and Oberon. 

27. Beegar’s Opera—Modern Antiques. 

2y. Duenna—Ofcar and Malvina. . 

30. Wives as they Were, and Matds as they 
Are—Raymond and Agnes. 

31. (For the Benefit of Meffrs. Macready and 
Hull) Cato—Cambrio Britons; or Fith 
Guard in an uproar—Animal Magne- 
tim. 

From the reprefentation of the tragedy of Cato, 
the lover of nature and pathos will receive but little 
pleafure. Its want of both thefe grand requifites, 
renders it tedious and uninterefting on the ftage ; 
though the noble fentiments with which it abounds, 
and the dignifred and appropriate language in which 
they are expreffed, command our admiration in the 
clofet. It not unfrequently {peaks to the underftand- 
ing, but never to the heart. To the actor, alfo, this 
play muft be equally tirefome; for he is compelled to 
exert his powers in giving energy to frigid declamation, 
without ene chance of obtaining that animating ap- 
plaufe which he is fure to receive when he perfonate 
the glowing characters of Shakefpeare, Southerne, or 
Orway. Notwithitanding this dijcouraging circum~ 
lance, 
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ftance, the performers of to-night, in general, acquitted 
themfelves in a manner highly honourable. 

Of Mr. Pope, it 1s but juftice to fay, that he both 
fpake and looked, as we fhould fuppofe Cato to have 
done. In the fenate fcene, and in that where the body 
of Marcus enters, he was dignified and impreffive in the 
higheft degree. And, though in the celebrated folilo- 
quy we once or twice thought that his powers failed 
him, he made ample amends for this in the laft {cene : 
—His parting with his children, and his death, was fine 
ating indeed. 

We think we have feen Mr. Holman to greater ad- 
vantage than on to-night. His Juba, on the whole, 
was praifeworthy, but in fome inftances it was deficient 
in fpirit. One thing would we tell Mr. H. which is 
—that the perpetual and forcible application of the 
right-hand to the breaft, is extremely difgufting: at 
leait, we thought it fo on this occafion. 

Mr. Macready, in Marcus, was very refpeétabie. 

The charaéter of Portius was not quite fo well ma- 
naged by Mr. Middleton. This gentleman’s figure is 
rather againft him, and, owing to his ftudied manner 
of marking the emphafis, his {peaking is by no means 
agreeable. 

Mr. Murray, we think, one of the moft correé& 
a€tors upon the ftage: and his Sempronius by no 
means derogates from that opinion. It was throughout 
animated, and, one inftance excepted, correét. The 
inftance to which we allude, was in the fcene where 
Cato and the Senate are deliberating. We imagine, 
that, when Mr. Murray turned his face from the 
Confcript Fathers to the audience, he ought to have 
given it fomething expreflive of contempt: as it was, 
any perfon who had never read the play, or feen the 
preceding aéts, would have fuppofed that Sempronius 
was indeed the warm friend of Cato and of Rome, in- 
fiead of their concealed enemy. a 

he 
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The artful Syphax was admirably pourtrayed by 
Mr. Hull. His {corn of the Roman virtues and power, 
his infidious attempts to withdraw Juba from the party 
of Cato, his artful defence of himfelf, and his hollow 
repentance, were excellently exprefled. We with that 
the bow which he carried, had been a little fhorter; 
by its enormous height it made the aétor appear like a 
dwarf: in truth, it was rather grotefque. 

Marcia, as far as regards a juft conception of the 
character, was well-fultained by Mifs Morris. But 
her figure is too heavy ever to give the ideas of grace 
and dignity; and her drefs was by no means calculated 
to conceal this defeé&t 

Mifs Manfell has the foftnefs of Lucia, and her 
figure is truly elegant; but the weaknefs of her voice 
is inimical to Tragedy. Her exertions to give force to 
the parts allotted her, were fo obvioufly painful, that 
we really felt for her difficulty. 

Of the other performers it is only neceffary to fay— 
that they were very refpeétable, in the trifling parts 
which they perfonated. 

We hope, the next time the tragedy of Cato is per- 
formed, that a little more attention will be paid to 
coftume in the f{cenes. The ftrange confufion of to- 
night was really laughable. ‘One fcene was a jumble of 
Grecian, Arabefque, and Gothic architeéture, and 
another—a very neat Englith ftreet, fomewhere, as we 

hould fuppofe, by the elegant lamps at the doors, and 
the balconies at the windows, about St. James’s or 
Grofvenor-{quare. There wanted nothing but a ftring 
of carriages, and powdered footmen behind them, to 
render it complete. 

We, perchance, may be wrong; but we certainly 
have very good authority for believing, that things 
were not exaétly in this manner at Utica, eighteen 
centuries ago: Fafhions, if they were, have not 
changed quite fo much as is generally fuppofed. 































































THE MONTHLY VISITOR, 


June 1. (For the Benefit of Mr. Brandon) Majked 
Friend—Lock and Key—Raymond and 
Agnes, 

2. Richard the Third—Crotchet Lodge. 

5. (For the Benefit of Mr. and Mrs. Follett) 
Road to Ruin—W aterman— Harlequin 

. and Oberon. 

6. Richard the Third—Harlequin and Oberon. 

7. Cure for the Heart Ache—Honett Thieves. 

8. Cato—Raymond and Agnes. 

9. (For the Benefit of Mr. Delpini) Majfked 
Friend —Folly of Age—Barataria—Har- 
lequin’s Medley 

10. (For the Benefit of Mr. Middleton) Belle’s 
Stratagem—Letitia Hardy by Mrs. Jor- 
dan—W aterman—Honceft Thieves. 

. (For the Benefit of Mr. Townshend) Abroad 
and at Home—Jmitations—Surrender of 
Trinidad. 

13. (For the Benefit of Mr. Haymes) Love for 

Love — Mits Prue by Mrs. Jordan— 
Devil to Pay. 

14. This evening the proprictor, with his wont- 
ed generofity, lent his theatre for the purpofe of giving 
a free benefit to the widows and orphans of thote who 
fell in the engagement under Sir John Jervis (now 
Lord St. Vincent) on the fourteenta of February latt. 
f Sar performers of this Theatre, Drury Lane, and the 

Corps de Ballet trom the Opera Houte, gratuit« vafly 
offered their fervices to form an entertainment fuitable 
to the greatnefs of the occafion. it confifted of Tue 
brarsent Girl, Peggy’s Love, No Song No Supper, 
and the Scsnd Ballet of Cupid and Piyche. Murray 
was the Moody, Barrymore tae Harcourt, Knight the 

Sparkith, and Mrs. Jordan the Peggy of the evening 

and Signora Storace, the Margaretta in ** No Song No 

Supper.” We have only to tay of the performance, 

that it was the beft wecver witnefed. “he perfor- 

ners 
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mers feemed to vie with each other in their exertions 
to pleafe, and they were received by the audience with 
an enthufiafm due to their conduét. 

Mrs. Abington, though verging on the decline of 
life, feemed re-animated for this excellent occafion. 
It cannot be fuppofed as fhe only came forward with 
an addrefs, that we fhould attempt to feruinize her 
appearance. She locked uncommonly — and are 
we to add, that the fpoke, at leaft equal to her looks? 


A woman fi ‘ally admired, met with every refpect 


from the audience. An affe€tionate remembrance in 
the élder, and a refpeétful efteem in the juvenile part 
of her auditors, concurred in an unanimous welcome 
to the friend of pait years. 


; Fol man, in a well compofed and well delivered 
A tay ¢ (6. took 42aVe of a ref{pedl table Audience. far this 


{ 


Scafon, in the name of the Proprietors. 
Ea 


HAYMARKET. 
JUNE 12. 

This evening Mr. Colman’s fquadron began their 
fummer-campaiga with “ The Aushor—Mogul Tale— 
and Peeping Tom:” and when we confider that his 
ftrength was incomplete, he went off with confiderable 
eclat. To-morrow we are to have ** Tit for Tat— 
Agreeable Surprife—Catherine and Petruchio; but on 
Wednefday, we fhut up our office, that the money 
which we might take on that day, may be given tu 
the fervice of our ae 


13. Deaf Lover—I{rifhman in London—Liar. 
16. Mogul Tale—Pri foner at Large—Bannian 
Day. 


. London ec ng: | Grandmother. 
Batile of Hex ham—Irithman in London. 
20. She Stoops to Conouer—Tony Lumpkin by 
Mr. Munden-Kathavine and Petruchio. 
A NSIV ERS 























Literary Revictv, 





Art. I. Bates’s Curfory View of Civil Government. 
(Concluded from page 480.) 


“ TASTE for retirement, for calm occupations and 

fimple pleafure, ought to be cultivated by every one 
who is ambitious of folid contentment, or who afpires after 
the dignity of independence. Sir William Temple, in a letter 
to the King, tells him, that fhould the Court not fuit him, 
he knows the-way back to his garden. For want of this power 
of abftraétion, or, as Pafcal fays, becaufe fo few can fit quiet in 
their own chamber, the world is filled with fo much compe- 
tition and uproar.’” 

We mutft inform this refpeétable author, that on lay- 
ing down his book, we found ourfelves ready to agree— 
“‘ he had advanced nothing new :”’ till, on recolleéting 
the temper of the times, we as readily changed our 
opinion ; for his philofophy is of fo ancient a date, that 
we are perfuaded, to our fafhionable metaphyficians, it 
will have the recommendation of novelty. Mr. Bates, 
very unlike many. of his opponents, who appear to 
have juft ‘‘ dropt from the clouds,”’ fees that man 7s 
what he ever was—and believes that he will continue 
to be nearly what he now 7s. From parties who fet out 
with fuch different principles, we mutt expeét very dif- 
ferent atchievements. While one affumes that man’s 
depravity is ézherent, the other afferts that it is ca/ual— 
under the guidance of external circumftances, and the 
immediate caufation of government. Undoubtedly, go- 
vernment can do much: but there are fentiments and 
fenfations which no human authority can mafter or di. 
re&. Religion—and it is immaterial to the prefent ar- 

VoL. I. Zi gument 
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gument by what means its empire has been obtained— 
is one of thofe fentiments, and founded in one of the 
moft potent fenfations of the human breatt—the ho 
of futurity : yet our philofophers would annihilate R 
ligion! But Religion has forewarned us of their en- 
mity :—** ‘This know alfo, that, in the laft days, pe- 
rilous times fhall come. For mn mn fhall be Be vers of 
their ownfelves, covetous, boafters, proud, bi: lafohemers, 
difobedicnt to parents, unthankful, unholy ” with out 
natural affection, trucc-breakers, falfe- ace rs, incon- 
tinent, fierce, defpifers of thofe that are good ; t 


by traitors, 


ne 
i 
¢ 


heady, high-minded, lo ers of pleature more than lovers 
of God, ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. V6 Thefe are wells without 
water, clouds that are carried with a tempeft ; to whom 
the mift of darknefs is referved for ever. For, when 
they {peak great {welling words of vanity, they allure 
through the lufts of the fle‘h, through much wanton- 
nefs, thofe that were clean efcaped from them who hive 
in error. While they promife them liberty, they them- 
felves are the fervants of corruption.” A revelation 
which fcorned the leaft connivance with the vices of 


man; oppofed itfelf co his moft darling aims and am- 
> f é 
bition ; taught humility for honcur, faith for riches, and 


morality for pol:tenefs ; as it was net exactly fuited to 
his 4 fo it has met with that reception which its 
Author pred i€ted and experienced. 

Had, sete the influence of f{cepticifm extended 
only to the Chriftian revelation, d iffenting as that reve- 
lation ioc from our vitiated melinations, unconneéted 
as it feems with our worldly or rate and elevated, 
as in many refpeéts it is, above our finite intelligence, 
we might, in the grofinefs of the wing lave pardoned 
the effrontery of tie foeptic 5 and fociety have con- 
templated fuch a charaéter as the fro gy who would rival 
the ox. But reiis gion was too contracted a iphere for 
the genius of modern intelligence. Our illuminators 
have lightened on other fabjccts ; and with as little 


a 


t 
i 
it 


fuccefs 
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fuccefs as they have before lightened on fubje&s of 
Chrittianity : indeed, it feems their confiant fate to caft 
but a dubious glimmer wherever they alight, which, if 
the place were hitherto d ark, ferves only to make that 
darknefs more vifible. The tation of man, as well 
as the government under which he lives, are become 
objects of mathematical precifion. The warnings and 
watchinys of parental love—the refpeétful tendernefs of 
the filial—the exquifite fenfibilities of the matrimonial 
charaéter—and the genial eftimation of fricndfhip are 
found, after having, for near fix thoufand years, given 
birth to the happinefs of private and the profperity of 
public life, to be no longer confiftent with true patri- 
otiim! And would our deceafed fires, could they take 
cognizance of the ditpofitions of their potterity, believe 
that their children had fo far deviated from the common 
experience of ages, as to countenance thofe who advo- 
cate the abolition of every the which nature and kindred 
enforce ? 
With no common fatisfaction have we viewed this 
“ Curfory View of Civil Government.’’ Mr. Bates’s 
ftyle is chafte and fluent, his arguments plain and con- 
vincing: if he hath advanced little that is ftriétly new, 
he has placed many important and generally received 
truths in a novel and interefting light. By thofe who 
have a relifh for genuine piety and unaifeéted good 
fenfe, his labours will be highly appreciated; fince, if 
he has given no additional luftre to the fcientific re- 
gions of fpeculation, he has called back the attention 
of mankind to the praétical beauties of philofophy. 


eee fee on ee 
Art. II. The Will: a Comedy, in Five A&s. As it is 
performed at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane. By 
Frederick Reynolds, pp. 72. 8vo.2s. Robinfons. 1797. 
HERE are men who never can be pleafed with the 
_fit uations in which they ftand. Their whole en- 
joyment conlifts in a review of the paft, which, con- 
Zz2 trafted 
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trafted with the difficulties of the prefent, is the fubjeét 
of eternal regret. From thefe it would be vain to ex- 
pee a candid eftimation of the times. If we talk of 
poets, we are told—that the age of poetry is paft ; of 
hiftorians—that a Voltaire and a Hume, a Robertfon 
and a Gibbon, are no more; of philofophers—that a 
Bacon, a Newton, and a Locke have ceafed to breathe ; 
of drefs—that at no period of our hiftory has it been 
marked with fuch immorality and profufion as at the 
prefent hour ; and that our dramatifts, having nothing 
to copy but paffing {cenes, are equally depraved and in- 
fignificant. Such complainants would feem utterly un- 
acquainted with the inevitable lot of all human inftitu.- 
tions. They forget the common influence of riches, 
and expeét that luxury and adverfity fhould produce 
the fame tafte and fofter the fame virtues. Wouldthey 
attend to the progrefs of fociety, their anxieties and 
their diflikes would infallibly abate: they would look 
with a lefs painful eye on the path which they have 
trod, and turn with a kinder afpeét to thofe who ftill 
furround them. 

As Mr. Reynolds, together with many of his con- 
temporaries, has been fo frequently accufed of encourag- 
ing that frivolous difpofition of late too confpicuous in 
our theatrical purfuits, it muft give no fmall fatisfac- 
tion to every real admirer of the drama to know, that 
Tue Witt has more claims to the rank of comedy, 
than any former produétion of his genius. None of 
that low-buffoonery and catchword-mirth, fo difgrace- 
ful to the comic mufe, will defame this ingenious TES- 
TAMENT. So far our praife extends; but the cha- 
raéter of Albina, though admirably fuited to the talents 
of Mrs. Jordan, and, undoubtedly, the enchantment of 
the piece, is not entitled to the merit of an original. 
The novel of * Man As He Is,” prefents, in Mifs 
Flueilen, the prototype of Albina. Albina, however, 
is certainly an improvement on the artlefs Fluellen; and 
the fcene between Deborah and Albina in the haunted 
chamber 
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chamber is beautifully delineated. When we faid that 
this comedy was exempt from low-buffoonery and catch- 
word-mirth, we did not mean to hint that it poffeffed 
neither fentiment nor wit. Among thofe of its fcenes 
which are dignified by judgment, or enlivened by re- 
tort, we admire the following paffages : 

Veritas being reprimanded for intoxication, which 
converted him to honefty, replies—‘“* There’s fome apo- 
‘* logy for drunken honefty, but none for fober vil- 
“¢ Jainy.”’ 

Albina had difguifed herfelf as a young failor, in order, 
to afcertain the conftancy of Howard : 


« Sir Solomon—to Albina.—What will your hufband fay 
to your ftrutting about in boy’s clothes ? 

Howard.—“ Say! That I wifh all women would wear the 
breeches before marriage, inftead of afterwards.’’ 





ArT. III. A pradical View of the prevailing Re- 
ligious Syftem of profeffed Chriftians, in the higher 
and middle Claffes of this Country, contrafted with 
real Chriftianity. By William Wilberforce, E/y. 
Member of Parliament for the County of York. Se- 
cond Edition. pp. 491, 78. boards. Cadell and Da- 
vies. 1797+ 
HE fame of Mr. Wilberforce has given paffport to 

a work, where the well-meaning divine could ne- 
ver have reached. Even fafhion appeared anxious to 
fcan the religion of our author; and the principles 
which had regulated his conduét. We will, however, 
prefume, that fafhion has not ftood, in order to recon- 
noitre his fentiments ; and that infidelity, if fhe hath 
dipped into thefe pages, dipped only for fome jeftful 
experiment, The religion which they efpoufe, goes 
farther into the days of antiquity than is confiftent 
with prefent modes: it looks of puritannical ftamp ; 


and it has all the feverity of years. 
Zz3 Will 
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Will this volume gain a more pleafing reception from 
the prevailing Chriftian fe€taries ? Its author compares 
their tenets with, what he efteems, the principles of 
Chriftianity ; thews the glaring oppofition between pro- 
feffion and praétice ; and the dreadful effeéts of that 
oppofition, inan excufe for modern infidelity: he infifts 
much on the negleét of vital religion as the caufe of all 
our calamities, both civil and mental; and concludes— 
that nothing fhort of a fpiritual revival, among all ranks 
of people in this country, can infure a return of peace, 
and the profpeét of better days ! 

Various people, according to their different modifica- 
tions of Chriftian belief, will appreciate varioufly of this 
work. There are few, we apprehend, in ftri€t confor- 
mity with Mr. Wilberforce. The firft purity of the 
Gofpel, is no more—to the eye of general contempla- 
tion, Individuals there may be, we have reafon to 
credit it, who come up to the doétrines, and are found 
in the praclice of the primitive church; but their 
number is folitary, and unnoticed: the great body of 
profeffing Chriftians are more lax in their principles ; 
and a laxity of principle is incompatible with a purity 
of conduét, 
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ArT. IV. 4 Letter to William Wilberforce, Efq. on 
the Subje@ of his late Publication: By Gilbert Wake- 
field, B.A. late Fellow of Fefus College, Cambridge, 
pp. 71. 8vo. 2s. Kearfley. 1797. 


SCARCE had we clofed the pages of Mr. Wilber- 

force, when Mr. Wakefield appeared at the door, 
in order to fufpend decifion. But we penned our opi- 
nion with a refolution to alter it, if his predeceffor 
thould no longer be tenable. Judge then our error, 
when, inftead of a refutation of Mr. Wilberforce’s 
* View,’ we found, in the labours of Mr. Wakefield, 
2 comparifon between Wilberforce the Chriftian and 
Wilberforce 
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Wilberforce the Senator. To be fure, if it were any 
thing better than affertion, ‘¢ that an uniform fupport 
of WILLIAM Pitt” comprized a meafure of * im- 
meafurable enormities :’’ if Mr. Wakefield could alfo 
prove, that looking unto this MAN, with ¢he mark of - 
the beaff, with all the unequivocal charaéters of apof- 
tacy and perfidy deeply engraven o# Ais forehead,” was 
“ LOOKING UNTO Jesus,” the comparifon and the 
proof would not be loft. 

Gilbert Wakefield is a claffical critic; and Gilbert 
Wakefield is alfo a Polemic. The Critic is 7x/, and 
we admire him: the Polemic is aot, and we defpite 
him. 

——— 


Art. V. Private Memoirs relative to the laft Year 
of the Reign of Lewis XVI. late King of France. 
By Ant. Fr. Bertrand de Moleville, Minifter of State 
at that Time. With five Portraits, from original 
Pidures, of the Royal Family of France. 8vo. 3 vol. 
il. rs. in boards. Cadell and Davis. 1797. 


S the Revolution began at Rennes, in Britanny, the 
following article may throw fome light on the cha- 
racters of its a€tive promoters. Of Mr. Thiard, the 
then Intendant of the Province, thus writes M. de 
Condic, a member of the Affembly :— The Intendant 
is the caufe of all the mifchief. He isa monfter who 
muft be ftifled.””. This paper, thrown from the win- 
dow of the Affembly, gave rife to the fubfequent tu- 
mults. ‘¢ Unfortunately,’’ fays Bertrand, ** the man 
was not quite mad enough to be fhut up. I fay, un- 
fortunately, becaufe, in times of public fermentation, it 
3s under men of this defcription the multitude arrange 
themfelves, and are carried to the moft defperate aéts 
of violence. M. de Condic, mifled by parliamentary 
fanaticifm, was the chief inftigator of all the troubles 
which took place in Rennes, from which the Revolu- 
tion in reality began.—Immediately upon its breaking 
out, 
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out, he became one of its moft furious demagogues. 
He afterwards came to London, where he affociated 
himielf with fome of the moft feditious clubs, and where 
he died, after having publifhed a furious and extrava- 
gant pamphlet againft monarchical government.’’ 

Having traced the progrefs of Mr. Necker, from 
a banker’s clerk at Geneva, to the adminiftration of 
France, and from thence to his expulfion from that 
country by the National Affembly, Mr. Bertrand con- 
cludes : 


“ Thus miferably ended the minifterial career of that ex- 
traordinary man, whofe faults haye coft France fo dear, I 
fay, his faults, and not his crimes; for though I cannot re- 
proach myfelf with having felt, for a moment, the fmalleft 
prejudice in favour of Mr. Necker, I knew him well enough 
to be firmly perfuaded, that he never intended the ill he has 
done, or that he had the leaft notion that his meafures would 
produce it. I only blame his vanity, and his extravagant 
prefumption. He fo completely, in his confcience, believed 
himfelf the ableft minifter that ever exifted, that he would 
have been mortified to have been only compared with Sully 
and Colbert. 

“ When recalled to adminiftration, that fame prefumption, 
that fame confidence in his own fuperior genius, which had 
always dittinguifhed him, made him believe that he alone was 
capable of effecting the reftoration of France, by giving it a 
new conftitution. He was thoroughly perfuaded, that the 
beft conftitution for France would be that which fhould fe- 
cure to a minifter, like himfelf, the greateft thare of influence 
in the government, and the firmett ftability in his fituation. 
He thought that the fureft means of attaining that end, was 
to conciliate the favour and attachment of a majority of the 
States General. If they had been conftituted according to the 
ancient forms, the majority would have refted in the united 
orders of the clergy and the nobility. Mr. Necker having no 
means of attaching to himfelf the members of thefe two or- 
ders, who, as they were not connected with him, and looked 
for no fervices at his hands, owed him no gratitude. The 
meafure he chofe to adopt, therefore, was, that of loudly pro- 
claiming himfelf the protector of the Tiers Etat. He was re- 
folved 
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folved to rifk every thing, in order to give them the prepon- 
derance,- not doubting but that as that order would owe to 
him all its power, it would ufe it in the manner moft confor~ 
mable to the views of fo popular a minifter. 

“Such feems to me the moft rational judgment which 
thofe who knew Mr. Necker could form of his conduct. To 
him, certainly, the difafters of the revolution are chiefly im- 
putable; but they muft be fet down to the account of his 
vanity and want of ability, not to that of his wickednefs. I 
am as far from believing, with the admirers of Mr. Necker, 
that he was the ableft of minifters and the mott virtuous of 
men, as from admitting, with his detractors, that he wifhed to 
deftroy the monarchy, the nobility, and the clergy, becaufe he 
was himfelf a republican of low extraction, and a proteflant. 
Pofterity, which will appreciate him without prejudice, will 
fee in hima man, felfifh, ambitious, and vain ; foolifhly in- 
toxicated with the merit which he belicved himfelf to poffefs, 
and jealous of that of others ; defirous of excefs of honour and 
of power; virtuous in words, and, through oftentation more than 
in reality. In a word, he was a prefumptuous empiric in po- 
litics and morals; but he was confcientioufly fo; for he was 
always the firft dupe of his own empiricifm. 

“ He was attached to France, if not by affection, at leaft 
from always having confidered it as the theatre of glory to 
which he thought himfelf f{ummoned. 

“¢ Fifty years fooner, when France was in tranquillity, his 
adminiitration would have proved no more hurtful to that na- 
tion, than the magnetifm of Mefner to men of firmnefs and 
found underftanding. 

“ Asa minifter, he had no other merit than that of having 
acquired a perfeét knowledge of what is called the mechani/m 
of finances; but he was perfectly ignorant of the laws of the 
kingdom, and of the principles of adminiftration. Asa lite- 
rary man, although his works are laborioufly compofed, and 
written with affected emphafis, yet the ufeful truths which 
fome of them contain will fecure him a place among the dif- 
tinguifhed writers of the age.” 


It is afcertained, by thefe ‘* Memoirs,’’ that the late 
Emperor Leopold, in May, 1791, fubmitted to Lewis 
XVI. a plan for invading France, in order to reftore 
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her ancient monarchy, in the July following. To this 
plan, the King’s content alone was wanting: and that 
confent was unequivocally withheld. Forced by the 
faétious into a war which he ever lamented, he con- 
fented to thefe propofals : 

‘© The fears which his Majefty expreffed in his letters to me, 
were the occafion of my propofing to him to fend a perfon of 
confidence to the Emperor and the King of Pruffia, to endea- 
vour to prevail on them not to allow their armies to a& offen- 
fively againft France, until they fhould be under the laft ne- 
cefiity of fo. doing; and, even in that cafe, to make the en- 
trance of their armies into France be preceded by a maniiefto, 


an unjuft attack, they did not impute that aggrefiton either to 
the King or to the French nation, but to a criminal faction which 
opprefled both; confequently, far from departing from the 
fentiments of amity which united them to France, that their 
intentions, on.the contrary, was to deliver that nation from ty- 
ranny, and reftore it to legal order and tranquillity ; that they 
had no view of interfering with the form of government, but 
merely to fecure to the nation the right of adopting that which 
fuited it the beft; that all idea of conqueit was forcign to 
their thoughts; that private property fhould be by them 
equally refpeéted as national property; that their Majefties 
took all peaceable and faithful fubjecéts under their protec- 
tion; that they confidered as their enemies thofe only who 
were the enemies of France, the faction of Jacobins, and all 
its adherents,’”’ &c. 

‘¢ Every article of the manifefto was difcuffed with Mallet 
du Pan, and the firft intention was to adopt it; but, at the 
opening of the campaign, the Duke of Brunfwick made confi- 
derable alterations in the manifetfto ; the etfeét of which did not 
anfwer his intentions. His menaces were laughed at, except 
by the few who had the fimplicity to imagine that his trium- 
phant army would ke at the gates of Paris in eight days. But, 
in general, fo far from infpiring terror and repreffing fedition, 
this ill-judged manifefto excited the moft lively indignation ; 
and the King was fuppofed to have fuggefted thofe articles 
which regarded the fafety of his own perfon and family. 

“Tf Mallet du Pan had been prefent when the alterations 
in the manifefto were propofed, he would have certainly re- 
prefented all the ill effects they were likely to produce; but 
bike} 
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he was then in Switzerland, having confidered his miffion as 
entirely concluded when his plan of a manifefto had been ap- 
proved of, and apparently adopted.” 

Characteriftics of Louis the Sixteenth. 

“ The next day, which was the 1ft of October, M. de 
Leffart came to me fiom the king, and conducted me into 
his apartment. 

“ As it was the firft time that I had ever had the honour 
of {peaking to his majefty, on finding myfelf ¢été-a-tété with 
him, I was fo overwhelm: ed with timidity, that if it had been 
my part to {peak firt, I fhould not have been able’to pro- 
nounce a fentence. But I acquired courage, on obferving 
that the king was more embarrafied than myfelf. He ftam- 
mered out a few words, without conneétion, but at laft reco- 
vered himfelf, on feeing me more at my eafe, and our conver- 
fation foon became interefting. 

Afier fome general obfervations upon the prefent difi- 
eult and perplexed ftate of public affairs, the king faid to me, 
© Well, have you any farther objections?” 

“ No, fire’? anfwered I. The defire of obeying and 
pleafing your majefty, is the only fentiment I feel. But that 
I may know whether it wiil be in my power to ferve you 
with utility, I hope } your majeity will have the condefcenfion 
to inform me of your fentiments ‘relpedting the new conttitu- 
tion, and the conduct you expe ét from your minitters reg ard- 
ig tes? 






“6 That is but juft,”’ faid the king. ‘ This, then, is what 
Tthink. Iam far from regarding this conftitution as a « ef 
@oexvre. I believe there are great faults in it; and that if I 
had been allowed to {tate my obfervations upon it, fome ad- 
vant ht have been adopted. But of this 
there is no queflion at ps I have fworn to maintain it, 
fuch as itis, and Tam determined, as I ought to be firictly 
faithful to my oath; for it is my opinion, that an exact exe- 
cucion of the conftitution, is the bet means of making it 
thoroughly known to the nation, who will then perceive the 
changes proper to be made. I have not, and I cannot, have 
another plan than this. Icertainly fhall not recede from it; 
and I wifh my mintters to conform to the fame.” 

“© To this 1 anfwered, ‘ Your plan appears to me extremely 
wile, 
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wife, fire. I feel myfelf capable of fulfilling it, and I take 
the engagement to do fo. I have not fufficiently examined 
the conftitution, either in general, or in its particular branches, 
to have a decided and fixed opinion refpecting its praéticabi- 
lity; nor fhall I form one, until experience has more en- 
lightened the nation and myfelf. My prefent refolution is, 
never to deviate from what it prefcribes. But may I be per- 
mitted to afk, if the queen’s way of thinking on this fubje&, 
is conformable to that of your neajey i ?”? added I 

“ Yes, perfectly She will tell 1 you fo herfelf.’ 

‘¢ A moment after, I went to the queen’s apartment, who, 
after affuring me with great goodnefs, that fhe was as fenfible 
as the king of the obligations I had laid them under, by accept- 
ing of a pait in the adminiftration in circumftances fo difficult, 
fhe added thefe words: “* The king has informed you of his 
intentions relative to the conftitution. Don’t you think, that 
the only plan he has to follow, is to adhere to his oath ?”’ 

Yes, rere madam,”’ anfwered I 

“ Well, be affured,’’ rejoined fhe, “ that nothing fhall 
make us alter our refolutic on. A/lons: be of good courage, M. 
Bertrand. With a little patience, firmnefs, and confiflency of 
conduct, I hope you will find that all is not yet loft.”’ 

*[ was named minifter the rit of O€tober, and next day took 
my oath tothe king. According to cuftom, I announced my 
nomination by a letter to the aflembly. Many remarks were 
made, but without any — difpleafure, on my not having 
imitated my prede ceffors, by flattering the affembly and 
praifing the conftitution. I fimply expreffed in my letter, 
“* that having fworn to the king to be faithful to the conftitu- 
tion, I engaged myfelf to the aifembly to adhere literally to 
my oath, and promote the execution of the conftitution by 
every means within my fphere.’’ 

“ It was (fays Bertrand) a remarkable feature in the king’s 
charaéter, which particularly fhowed the turn of his mind ; ; 
that his natural timidity, and the difficulty he found in ex- 
= his ideas, never appeared when religion, the relief of 

the people, or the happinefs of France, were in queftion. Upon 

thefe occafions he always delivered ‘himfelf with an energy 
and facility which never failed to aftonifh the new minitters, 
who were prepoffeffed with the prevailing opinion of the king’s 
narrow capacity. I do not pretend to affert that Lewis the 
Sixteenth 
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Sixteenth was a great genius; but of this Lam certain, that his 
natural capacity was very far above mediocrity ; and that had 
it been cultivated by an education well calculated for his fu- 
ture rank in life, he would have been clafled among the bett 
and ableft of our kings: we had daily opportunities of feeing 
him give what has been generally confidered as proofs of an 
active and comprehenfive mind. While he was reading let- 
ters, or memorials, or newfpapers, he could, at the fame time, 
attend to the difcuffions of the council with fuch diftin&tnefs 
and difcrimination as enabled him to u:derftand the whole ; 
as afterwards appeared by the account he gave of what he 
read and had heard. A ftriking inftance of this occurred one 
day, on which he read feveral memorials, and letters, and jour- 
nals, while the minilters were making reports on the affairs of 
their departments, and particularly while M. Cahier de Ger- 
ville made one, on a queftion of fome delicacy, after which 
the decifion was poftponed for eight days: but when that 
minifter, in making his fecond report, happened to omit an 
effential circumftance which had been in the firft, the king 
direétly put him in mind of it, to the aftonifhment of us all, 
who had believed that he had been too much occupied with 
the memorials and letters, becaufe he had, at the time, made 
pertinent obfervations on them. What is certain is, that none 
of us could contend with the king in point of memory; and 
his judgment was no lefs excellent. 

6 This I can affirm with truth, that during all the time that I 
was in adminiftration, every paper of importance, of whatever 
kind, that was fubmitted to the king’s examination, after it 
had been difcuffed in the council, was improved by the alte- 
rations his majefty fuggefted.”’ 

“ During the negociation with Algiers, a fecret meffage 
was fent to the king from Tippoo Saeb, who demanded of the 
king 6000 French troops, offering to pay their tranfportation, 
cloathing, and maintenance. He was convinced, that with 
this affiftance, he could deftroy the Englifh army and {fettle- 
ments in India, and enfure the poffeffion to France. That 
nothing rmaight tranfpire of this affair, Tippoo had not men- 
tioned it in his council, and had fecretly negociated the bufi- 
nefs with M. de Frefne, governor of Pondicherry, through the 
means of M. Leger, adminifirateur civil of France in India, who 
underitood the Perfian language, and who wrote the difpatches 
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diétated by Tippoo relative to this embaffy. M. Leger him- 
felf came from India to France with this meflage; and in 
order to conceal the real objeét of his voyage, fome time be- 
fore he fet out, he had declared that his private affairs would 
oblige him to return immediately to France. 

“As M. Leger was directed to the Minifter of Marine, I 
informed the king of Tippoo Saéb’s propofal: but notwith- 
ftanding its advantages, and although the infurrection of the 
Negroes of St. Domingo, rendered it neceffary to fend a con- 
fideruble force there, under the pretence of which it would 
have been eafy to have fent to the Eatt Indies the 6000 men 
demanded by Tippov, without raifing the fufpicion of the 
Englith government; the natural probity of the king’s mind 
would not permit him to adopt this meafure. This refem- 
bles,’”’ faid he, “ the affair of America, which I never think 
of without regret. My youth was taken advantage of at that 
time, and we fuffer for it now. The leffon is too fevere to be 
forgotten *.”’ 

“© The meffage of Tippoo Saéb was accompanied with pre- 
fents for the king and queen. Thofe deftined for the king 
confifled of an affortment of gold gauze, crimfon filk ftuffs 
flowered with gold, painted linen for three Perfian dreffes, 
twelve pieces of white linen of the fineti quality, an aigrette 
of bad diamonds, flat and yellow and ill fet, with a clafp or- 
namented in the fame tafte. The prefents for the queen were 
fill lefs valuable, confifting mevely of three bottles half full 
of Indian effences, of a very inferior quality, sud a box of per- 
fumed powder balls and fcented matches. When I prefented 
the ftutis and diamonds to the king, he faid to me, laughing, 
«* What can I do with all this trumpery ? It feems only pro- 
per to drefs up dolls. But _yow have little girls; they may be 
pleafed withthem. Give the whole to them,”” 

*¢ But the diamonds, fire,” faid I. 

“¢ O, they are mighty fine, to be fure,’”” added he, fmiling. 
** Perhaps you would have them placed among the jewels of 
the crown. Piay take them alfo, and wear them in your hat, 
if you pleafe.” 


* “ Ceci reffembleroit beaucoup (dit il) a l’affaire d’ A- 
merique, a la quelle je ne penfe jamais fans regret. Ona un 
peu abufé de ma jeuneffe dans ce temps la; nous en portons la 
peine aujourdhui, Lia lecon eft trop forte pour loublier.”* 
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“ The queen would receive only one bottle of the effence 
of rofes She made me a prefent of the reft, faying, that the 
valued nothing which came from India except the beautiiul 
linen. I then begged fhe would permit me to prefent her 
with that which the king gave me the preceding day. 

“ Willingly,” faid the queen: * but I won’t take it alf. 
How many pieces are there ?”* 

“¢ Twelve, madam,’’ anfwered I. 

“ Well,” faid the, “ bring me, at firft, two pieces, and I 
will fee whether they fuit me. Befides, you will by this 
means have an apparent motive of fecing me oftener, without 
raifing fufpigion that you come to the pretended Auftrian 
commnittee.”” . 

“ She then expreffed how much the king had been hurt by 
that atrocious calumny, which they daily endeavoured to con- 
firm in the public papers by the moft abfurd falfehoods, 

* During this converfation, the little Dauphin, beautiful as 
an angel, was finging and fkipping about im the queen’s 
apartment, with a {mall wooden fabre and fhield in his hand, 
which had been given him that day. They came to take 
him away to fupper, and in two bounds he was at the door. 

“ How now, my fon!” faid the queen ; “ you are going 
without making a bow to M. Bertrand.” 

«* O, mamma,” faid he, fmiling, and continuing to jumpy 
“is not M. Beitrand one of our friends? Good night, M. Bere 
trand!”? So faying, he bounded out of the room, 

“© Ts he not very pretty?’’ faid the queen, when he was 
gone. “He is happy alfo in being fo young; for,” added 
fhe, with a figh, “ he does not feel our forrows, and his gaiety 
does us good.” 

“© Unable to fpeak, I wiped my eyes, and her majefty re- 
fumed, “ They harafs you alfo, M. Bertrand: but you pay no 
regard to them, for they do not know the conftitution fo well 
as you do. Are you not afraid, however, that thofe permif- 
fions of abfence to navy officers, which you are accufed of 
having granted in fuch profufion, will turn out ill? The 
king,’’ continued fhe, “ is really uneafy on that head.” 

“ T am, affuredly infinitely honoured,” replied 1, and 
grateful for the intereft which the king and your majetty take 
in that accufation, which, however, is too ill-founded to give 
me any uneafinels.” 
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“ But, after all,’ reftumed the queen, ‘* how many have 
you granted ?” 

“ T cannot exaétly tell,’”? anfwered I; “ but I fhould think 
about a hundred. This, however, I do know for certain, that 
of all I have granted, there is not a fingle one which I would 
not grant again to-morrow, becaufe, in fpite of all the noife 
raifed by my accufers, every one of thofe permifions have 
been granted conformably to the exiiting laws.”’ 

“‘ Jam happy,”’ anfwered fhe, to fee you in this perfect 
fecurity: but be upon your guard againft their fecret malice, 
for your innocence will be no fecurity againft that.”’ 


“ T know,” fays General Danican, in his BANDITTI 
UNMASKED, “ the talents of General Hoche better 
than any body; but, had he 400,coo men under his 
“© command, and all the treafure of the earth at his dif- 
** pofal, he would never REPUBLICANIZE Britanny ; 
“ and this he knows as well as I.’’ How,then, came 
the Revolution to commence in Britanny ? which, ac- 
cording to Bertrand, is an indifputable event. It may 
thus be explained. M. Thiard was fent to affemble the 
deputies of that ftate for the neceffary fupplies: before 
the fupplies were granted, they prefented a ftatement 
of grievances, and waited their redrefs: Thiard, nei- 
ther infifted on the firft, nor granted the laft Bur, ir- 
refolute and temporizing, he gave time for fuch men as 
Condic to avow their revolutionary intentions. When 
thofe intentions were known, and the populace irritated, 
he exhibited authority and command. Thefe objeéts, 
no longer refpected, became enfigns of derifion ; and a 
few uvprincipled men, who were regarded as fubjeéts 
of contempt, became the heads of popular refentment. 
Thefe accounts were fent up to Paris, and treated as 
unworthy of attention. 

Lewis the Sixteenth had been unmanned by the tu- 
torage of Maurepas, as he was ruined, in more advanced 
life, by the miniftry of the Archbithop of Sens. When 
committed to the influence of Necker, that minifter re- 
fufed to fupport the only meafure which might have 
prevented 
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prevented the ruin of his prince, by refufing to attend 
him, in company with his colleagues, on the 23d of 
June, with a remonftrance to the States General. The 
formation of his body guards, was the next ftep to the 
dethronement of Lewis. He had been advifed to feleét 
them from the National Parifian troop, in preference to 
the departments; an advice which, from motives of 
patriotifm—from the confidence which he repofed in 
his people, and a with to evince to them the fincerity 
and the extent of that confidence—he fatally reje¢ted. 
The National Guards would have defended their king 
in the prerogatives of the new conftitution: the de- 
partmental troops were men of a very different deferip- 
tion. Indeed it was the fate of this monarch to be fur- 
rounded with adverfe counfels ; where indecifion and 
diftruft, perhaps infeparable from the fituation in which 
he ftood, were the means of his worft calamities. If 
his natural timidity had not been exceffive, the ficadi- 
nefs with which he contemplated death, would have 
fitted himy for more vigorous exertions, ‘This was ma- 
nifeft in his flight to Varennes, when he could fcarcely 
be prevailed on to quit Paris. Yet there was every 
thing to promife from this meafure, though the event 
has proved adverfe ; as the whole of its mifcarriage ap- 
pears to have originated in a female democrat. This 
woman was a weekly attendant on the Dauphin: the 
departure of the royal family was fixed for the 19th, 
when it was recolleéted that fhe would not leave the 
palace till the 2oth, and deemed imprudent to ftir dur- 
ing her ftay. The regiments who were to cover the 
e{cape, not receiving, in time, an account of the delay, 
arrived too early at their refpe€tive pofts. Staying 
ionger than intended, and having raifed the fufpicions 
of the people, they were obliged to depart before the 
arrival of the royal family, leaving the people on watch 
for the iffue. , Thus was a fimple woman the inftru- 
ment of accelerating their calamities. The fcenes which 
followed, are alive to public remembrance, 
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Much has been faid concerning the fums which were 
expended in influencing the affembly ? Narbonne, by 
whofe perverfity they were loft, may anfwer to the ex- 
penditure. The neceffity of the meafure was unde- 
niable. Bribery was the exgine of Jacobinifm: yet 
bribery was only iniquitous when exerted in the 
defence of Monarchy! In the third volume of thefe 
‘“ Memoirs,” we have fome important hints relative 
to the late war in St. Domingo: for the promotion 
of which, it fhould now appear, Briffot received 
300,000; Condorcet 150,000; the Abbé Gregoire 
80,000; and Petion 60,000 livres. This was the 
produét of a convention between thefe, and fome other 
difinterefted patriots of St. Domingo; who firft of all 
exorted the Negroes to claim a freedom which they did 
not underftand, and, by putting in force the equality 
of property, to fupply their advocates with the necef- 
fary means of afferting it elfewhere. We earneftly 
hope for a full developement of this fatal tragedy! It 
fhould, however, be recorded, even to the honour of 
Robefpierre, that, while he ftood forth as an advocate 
for the Blacks, he refufed to banquet on the fruits of 
their liberty. 

In vain do we return in fcarch of patriotic integrity. 
Dumouriez was called to Paris. by De Leffart, to filence 
his friend Genfonné. He came, but could not ftay un- 
lefs his debts were paid : he was every day liable to an 
arreft. His debts were paid; and himfelf appointed 
tothe Home Department. Here arofe the hero of Jem- 
mappe. Danton, the unparalleled Danton, bafked alfo in 
the beams of the civil litt. And Vergniaud, Gaudet, 
and Genfonné, fent a threatening letter to the king, in- 
forming—that the infurre€tion which was to have been 
on the 2gth of July, would take effe& on the roth of 
Auguft ; advifing, that it was with them/felves to recal 
the determination; and this they wouid do, provided 
he agreed to recal Claviere, Servan, and Roland. 
And what were the motives which induced this letter ? 
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a refpeé for the new conftitution, a folicitude for the 
welfare of the King, and a perfuafion that Claviere, 
Servan, and Roland, were the only men whofe abilities 
could avert the impending ftorm ? One might hope fo, 
had not Vergniaud, Gaudet, and Genfonné, been difap- 
pointed in their expectations of employment under the 
then exifiing miniliry ; while they were affured of pro- 
motion from the triumvirate they fo warmly recom- 
mended. For a knowledge of thefe momentous truths, 
we are indcbted to thefe ‘* Memoirs ;’” and they are 
confirmed by a declaration, at once manly, folemn, and 
fincere : 


“ Thofe to whom this is addigfled, ought not to defpife the 
advice it contains, becaufe it comes from an Emigré ; for that 
Emigré can, with propriety, no more be called an ariftocrate 
than a democrate ; he is, what he has always been, a down- 
right reyalift, and that from a love to his country, having 
always been convinced that France can never be happy but 
under.a monarchical government. After I was placed in 
fituations that enabled- me to know the perfonal character of 
Lewis XVI. I confefs that my original attachment to mo- 
narchy was ftrengthened by the contemplation of his virtues ; 
but if ever my country fhould become more profperous and 
happy as a Republic ‘than it was as a Monarchy, though I 
fhould for ever bitterly Jament the fad fate of the king | and 
royal family, yet my ‘withes and prayers for a continuation of 
the profperity ‘of France would be as fincere as thofe of the 
moft ardent Republican. 

“ T foretee, without uneafinefs, that the publication of thefe 
Memoirs will offend the violent of all parties, but I have 
formed the refolution of making no an{wer to any attack that 
may be made againft my political opinions. Tf have freely de- 
clared them.: 1} leave them to aniwer for themfelves, and to 
the judgme nt of the candid: however, I retain the right of 
reérifying in the original fuch as may appear hereafter, in my 

wn judgment, to be erroneous. As for the faéts which I 
have related from my own knowledge, for thefe I think my- 
felf anfwerable. Idefy the moit violent of my enemies to 
brag contradictory provf to any one of them; and I now 

come 
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come under the engagement of bringing the moit incontettible 
evidence of the truth of all that hereafter may be contefted.”’ 


M. Bertrand is furprized at the condué of twe af- 
faffins, who, in the midft of the maffacres of the 2d 
and 3d of September, not only liberated his brother, 
but infitted on accompanying him to the houfe of Ma- 
dame Bertrand, to witnefs the happinefs of their meet- 
ing. Covered as they were with blood and horror, the 
Chevalier could not refufe this requeft to his deliverers. 
They attended; and fhed tears at the interview; ex- 
pretling the indelible pleafure which they had then 
received, on imparting fuch blifs to others! M. Ber- 
trand confeffes that he cannot account for this pheno- 
menon in the human heart. We may be equally unable 
to expiain it; while we fubmit the following reflec- 
tions : 

The lower orders of fociety are ever difpofed to ap- 
plaud the moft benevolent fentiments, as any one may 
be convinced, who will attend where a mixed audience 
have an opportunity of exprefling their fenfations of 
applaufe or cenfure: at the fame time, they are fitted, 
by the habits of ignorance and br utality, for the moft 
fanguinary purfuits. But they can feldom be incited to 
cruelty, except by the pretence of philanthropy : their 
religion or their country mutt feem to juftify perfecu- 
tion, before their hands become ready to deftruction. 
Sens ce, in France, under the notion of afferting their 
liberties, and with their own, the libertics of the univerfe, 
they have been brought to thefe j infamous {cenes which 
have difgraced the human name. 





Art. VI. Santa-Maria: or, The Myfterious Preg- 
nancy. A Romance. By F. Fox. 3 vol. 10s. 6d. 


fewed. Kearfley. 1797. 


FTER having travelled through three volumes of 
my fterious fiction, we leo! K back for ftrone!y marked 
charaéters, or virtuous ftrugyles, or infiruétive 
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or poetical imagery, without difeovering any thing more 
than attempts at thofe neceffary qualities of a romance, 
in the performance before us. Had the author of Santa- 
Maria produced it as a juvenile effort, the fcion of an un- 
ripe judgment, we fhould probably have not {trained the 
nerve of remembrance to recognife in Mr. Foxan old of- 
fender in the fame unprofitable walk of literature * ; but 
when he informs us of other labours than romance, and 
cenfurcs his contemporaries, the more modeft novel-wri- 
ters, with unbecoming freedom, and not lefs compara- 
tive injuftice, we wonder at hisown Romance; while 
it thence becom:s abfolutely incumbent on us to give it 
a degree of attention, which would not otherwife be- 
Jong to a work of fo much intrinfic demerit. 

The Italian of Mrs. Ratcliffe was too recently under 
confideration, not to leave an impreffion which might 
be apt to fuperinduce a kind of faftidioufnefs towards 
its immediate followers ; and although it would be ri- 
diculous to endeavour to diveft ourfelves of prefenti- 
ment in favour of that Jady, or attempt to fuppofe 
«* that this publication will a/together appear in the light 
of fuperiority,” yet fhall we faithfully examine Mr. 
Fox’s pretenfions by other tefts than thofe of mere com- 
parifon, and arraign his defeéts at the bar of reafon 
only. It is matter of fume regret, that no good ftan- 
dard of fiétitious hiftory has eftablithed itfelf in our 
cay ; pretenders would then tind it lefs eafy to foift on 
the vitiated tafte of the pubiic their boarding-{chool 
rhapfodies, nor the warm heads of our young men be 
“ ever and anon, and anon and ever +,” cramming their 
crude conceits upon the librarians of every country cir- 
culating library, by dint of advertifement. Romance, 
the twin-fifter of Novel, fiands in the like predica- 
mert. Their devotees, therefore, upon commencing a 
facrifice at the fhrine of either yoddefs, fit down to 
work without or plan or model, and proceed without 


* Tancred, a Romance, 2 vols. 
+ One of our author’s deaurics, it is prefumed, v.i. p. 317. 
rules 
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rules whitherfoever the warmth of their Pegafus may 
carry them, agreeable (as they tell us) to their own 
ideas. But alas! and alack { fiery imagination burns 
up every ufeful idea in their brain, and confumes with 
it judgment, and often the fenfe of propriety. We do 
not charge Mr. Fox with ever incurring the laft ob- 
jection. There are lucid intervals in which he {peaks 
much Jike other writers; there is, likewife, a variation 
in the ftyle, manner, and conduét of the ftory, which 
indicates fo many different ceffations; for, towards the 
eighth chapter, he vifibly defcends from bombaft (if ix 
can be faid fo to do) to the milder tone of narration, 
accompanied, indeed, with frequent jets and farts to 
remount. 

Mr. Fox threatens his reader (pref. ix.) “ that all 
your fkill and cunning fhall not command the forefighe 
of two ftages (chapters) together ;” if this was the 
chief objeét, he has accomplithed his aim. He might 
have added—all your memory fhall not recollect two 
chapters paft ; for he fuccefsfully eludes our endeavours 
to analyfe his ftory, by the mafterly evolutions of a mof 
confufed plot. 

As works of this nature, more than any other, are 
read with avidity by our women of every age, from 
tender fifteen to maturer fifty, we could not juitify our- 
felves in paffing filently over the licentious manner in 
which his characters are frequently made to {peak ; and 
more frequently, the falfe philofophy, falfe religion, 
and immoral tendency of many pafiages in this ro- 
mance. We chufe not to be the index of every offence 
of this fort; but the reader will be particularly ftruck 
with the doétrine of-lies which he inculcates, not very 
fubtly, contrary to the received principle of reétitude, 
according to our canon:—Page 93, vol. i. Ifabella 
Jwears to alie; and therefore our author fagely re- 
marks—“ The fame recording angel that obliterated 
the oath of our brave veteran with a tear, now looked 
down, it is hoped, with an equal eve of fympathy, and, 
from the fatal tablet, effaced this /z//c+ood of the grief- 
charged 
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charged Ifabella.”’ Befides the dorine of this paffage, 
we are at a lofs to find who is ‘* Our brave veteran,” 
and can only reconcile it with his ufual want of clear- 
nefs. The way in which Santa-Maria’s repeated af- 
feverations of continency are made, is by no means 
agreeable to our ideas of female modefty; nor is the 
difclofure of her pregnancy conceived in terms which 
remove the fears of indelicate inuendo At page 207 
of vol. it. is a paffage of a moft reprehenfible licen- 
tionfnefs. 

Having examined fomething of our author’s moral, or 
rather immorality, we come next to the execution. I 
this we will be brief as poflible. The typographic er- 
rata are painfully numerous ; we pafs them over with 
this remark, and proceed to thofe which are radical._— 
Thea, for than, is ufed invariably ; methink, occurs for 
bethink ; ‘* retire to conch,” for retire to reft 5 vol. iit. 
p- 33 3 and avoxchment, for avowal, p. 52 ; of the latter 
unpardonable gallicifm, however, we do not fear the 
adoption upon this authority. 

Mr. Fox hath taken the liberty to coin and new- 
model the current language of the land; we have 
Sraightwith, vol. iit. p. 100; and p. 73 of the fame vo- 
lume, ‘¢ sadefatigability”’—“ mut exevitably exit ;"°— 
“ muft saconvincibly \ead to,’ &c. In the fecond vo- 
lume, which appears the third period of his work, as 
noticed above, Mr. Fox becomes enamoured of the 
prepofition ex; and we find enlabyrinthed, p. 79 ; en- 
gifted, p. 813 enleffon, p. 1273 en-fkied, p. 148—and 
p. 93, we are treated with the “ Hell-created agonics 
of defpair.’’ Vol. i. is replete with fuch as the follow- 
ing :——*¢ What, therefore, was to be refolved upon ? 
What couid be refolved upon ? What ?”’ (p. 104) in- 
expreffible tamenefs. ‘ Carlo, after having repeated 
his fu// of thefe horrible dreams,’’ p. 2373 ‘* ever and 
anon, and anon and ever,’’ weak affe€tation, p. 117.— 

Ve will tire our readers no longer with references of 
this nature, we conféfs ourfelves heartily tired of an 
author who excc!s in no one commendable quality as a 
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writer. Let one more inftance fuffice. The clafs of 
writers to which our author belongs, who addrefs them- 
felves to the paffions of their readers, often aim beyond 
their mark ; thus, having exhaufted the powers of de- 
{cription, they with to carry us confiderably above what 
can be conceived: but Mr. Fox hath outftripped his 
predeceffors, and fo early as the third page, declares, 
“the pencil rather than the pen is wanting moft ;”’ p. 
255, he again appeals to the power of the fame auxi- 
liary :—** The pencil, and not the pen, would here fuc- 
ceed the beft.”” The pencil again, vol. ii. p. 417. 

The unities of time, place, and perfon, are fo ill pre- 
ferved, that common-fenfe is fhocked with the frequent 
violation of all three. Thus, vol. i, p. 216, “* My fore- 
bodinys, thought he to himfelf,” is termed a ‘ pro- 
phecy.”’ At three feveral places in the fame volume, our 
author fuddenly leaves the fecond perfon, and ftarts forth 
in the firft, becaufe, it feems, he preferred Mifter Fox zx 
propria perfone, to the author of Santa-Maria. Thefe 
we candidly attribute to the quantities of /achryma 
chrifti with which he fuddles his chara@ters, befotteth 
himfclf, and attempts to make his readers forget them- 
felves, and the age in which they live. Page 8s, vol. 
ii. a glaring anachronifm occurs, in our author making 
one of his ladies ¢Aink a quotation from Shakefpeare, 
who lived fome centuries after the time of this ro- 
mance; and again, at p. 172, vol. iii. a double nega- 
tive: “Intrude xot yourfelves zo longer,” p. 99.— 
The manners are not Italian at the era of the croifades. 

But we have already obferved, that books of this kind 
are not manufaétured tor thofe who examine into thefe 
things ; and we difmifs Mr. Fox, and his pretenfions to 
thofe ‘ other labours,’’ of which he fpeaks with fo 
much complacency in the.preface; with a promife, thar 
whenever he thinks proper to come forward in the 
fame fhape again, he will indeed excite our wonder, but 
not our attention. Of the nature of thofe ‘ other la- 
bours,”” we no longer doubt, after meeting with a paf- 
fage in the Star-newfpaper, of June the 3d, evidently a 
puff of the author on his own work. 
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v- compliance with the wifhes of feveral Subfcribers to 
Tut Montaty Visttor, we prefent them with the 
Anfwers to Correfpondents. After what we had obferved, 
not auy thing fhort of ‘ Scrutator’s’? obfervation—“ That 
thofe who would have disfigured your labours, ought to fuffer 
beyond the reach of your wrappers, both for benefit and cor- 
rection to themfelves, and as a warning to others,’ would 
have induced us to forego our determination. To thofe to 
whofe contributions we are indebted for much of our merit, if 
merit we may buaft, we fhall fpeak in another place. 


—— 
FEBRUARY, 1797. 


We are forry to inform M. that his “ Sonnet to Defpair,”’ 
is too defponding for us; and, were we to infert his “ Adieu,” 
we fear that our Readers might take the hint. 

* Valentine’s Day” gives no tranfport to us; and G. 
L——d’s “ Shipwreck,’’—we thank this gentleman for his 
1pprobation of our work—would infallibly wreck our poetical 
Frame, 

Recommending to Ingram Cubhim’s attention Mrs. Robin- 
fon’s late Differtation on Sonnets, we think him capable of 
better things. 

“ Flights of Fancy”? came too late to accompany this num- 
ber. We thank Mr. Walker for his favour, and folicit a con- 
tinuance of his attentions. 

The fubjeét of Mr. Niemar’s Effay is certainly interefting ; 
but his manner of treating that fubjeé& is perfectly unintelli- 

Mr. Amphlett’s contributions will ever be gratefully re- 
ceived, 

We cannot fufficiently exprefs our acknowledgments to 
Mifs Anna Maria Porter. : 

The piece entitled ** Melancholy,” is by far too miferable 
a production for the poetical department of Tuk MonTuLy 
VistTor. 


Voi. I. 3 B We 
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We fhall be happy to receive from “ a Student of Lincoln’s- 
Inn,” the conftant production of his ftudies. 

As the miftakes of Irifhmen have fo long given food to the 
folly of Englifhmen, we are not aftonifhed with the following 
defcription of an Irifh Beauty— 

** Her breath {melt as /weet as a fox’s den, 
And her teeth had sun out of her mouth— 
On her nofe fprouted forth a purple wen— 
And her eyes look’d to north and to fouth.” 
But we muft affure Mr. Britton, that fuch Englif@ mildews 
fhall never blight Tuk PARNAssIAN GARLAND. 


a 


MARCH. 


The writer of the pieccs entitled ‘ Cowardice,’’ and 
** Gallantry,” evinces a portion of good fenfe, which, if be- 
nefited by a more graceful elocution, would ‘entitle him to 
our commendation and our thanks: it is with regret we thus 
aé&t—but, till he has improved himfelf in the ftruéture, and 
the conneétion of his fentences, we cannot avail ourfclves of 
-his kindnefs. 

Impreffed as is “ Utropus” with the cogency of  cou’d,” 
it will fuffice to fay, that, cow’d we infert his produétions, to 
oblige a Sub{criber, we certainly wou’d. 

On referring to our flan, Mr. Walker will be convinced that 
his “ Effay on the Funding Syftem,”’ is totally inadmiffible. 

Although J. M ’s Defcent of the Cupids is nothing new; 
yet, as our Parnaflian Garland cannot fufficiently /hade the 
gambols of thefe frolicfome boys, we beg leave to encircle 
them within the verdant embraces of our wrapper : 





“ The lovely urchins each carefs their dames, 
And pafs their time in extacy of play, 
Unconfcious of the effects of fhame ; 
And nibble at each other all the day.’’ 


> a 
APRIL. 

The author of the Sonnet to Fortune” will fee, that with 
very many alterations, we have inferted one of his pieces. 
We thought | him capable of better things; but we wow fe- 
rioufly 
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tioufly advife him to take a leffon from the immortal Pope, 
and not think of publifhing every crude produétion. We fhall 
juft add, that whenever Mr. W—— fhall be “ pronounced’? 
Director of the Dire&tors of THE MonTHLY VisiToR, 
we fhall yield, and not till then, an implicit fubmiffion to his 
tafie. 

When “ Conformitatus’’ complains, that we have changed 
the colour of our plates, may we alfo intreat him to remark— 
that we have changed the /fy/e of our plates. 

The gentleman who calls himfelf “ Exphelia,’’ has cer- 
tainly a weak fide, and that fide is—to imagine that he can 
write POETRY !!!—May we prefume to hint, for the benefit of 
our numerous verfifiers, that there are many good-meaning peo- 
ple who cannot even exprefs themfelves in rhyme. 

We have to inform the gentle “ Antonio,’ that it is moft 
eafy to write blank verfe. 

In the tale of ** The Cobler and the Portrait,’? we find the 
following rebuke— 


“ You’ve now beyond your judgment gone, 
And cenfur’d things you can’t have known.”” 


To this we can only reply— 


You've now beyond your int’reft gone, 
And wrote what beft you’d let alone. 
“ Henry” talks of fharp-ey’d wit. If his verfe was a little 
harper, and his meaning more /oetically expreffed, thefe ftanz.as 
fhould not appear on our wrapper: 


“To MifsG.E. H. A¥#***, 
“ Then, lovely girl, thy bofom foothe, 
Lull all thy cares to reft, 
Let joyous love each furrow fmooth 
That frets thy tender breatt : 
And oh, while time fwift fleets away, 
Attend thy Henry’s prayer— 
For him alone thy charms difplay, 
And fhield his foul from care.” 
In right earneft, Henry, that girl muft be a ftrange girl, who 
is infenfible to thy fee/ing petition. 
“ A Fellow of the Old School”? would not prate of trui/ms 
and perfectibility ! / 
3B2 « Sir 
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“ Sir Chiiftopher Quiz” will excufe us if we have an ob- 
jection to be quizzed. 

]. D. is refpeétfully informed, that the portrait of Mr. 
Erfkine was engraved from an original, with which we were fae 
voured—on the exprefs condition, that ‘ not any biography”’ 
of him fhould be inferted. 

If even confiderable alterations would have rendered the fon- 
nets to * Mary,’”’ andto “ The Moon,” fit for infertion, we 
would not have pained T. J. by rejeting them. It is always 
with regret that we exercife the indifpenfible duty of our office 
upon the umprefuming ; but we fhould be wanting in juttice, 
both to ourfelves and to T. J. if we did not candidly advife 
him not to think of attempting poetry again. 


eR 
MAY. 


C, N——’s “ Sonnet to Defpair,”’ is juft what he defcribes 
his ‘ hours”? to be—all ‘ blank and confufion.”’ 

The “ Evening’s Reflections” are too trifling in fentiment, 
and too inharmonious in expreffion, to juftify our admitting 
them into THe PaRNAsSIAN GARLAND. 

If Mr, T. E. Smith, a/ias T. Ernot, imagined that neceflity 
would oblige us to infert the Six Sonnets that he fent us, he 
was grofsly miftaken; if he fuppofed that we were ignorant of 
their having been printed before, he deceived himfelf. With re- 
fpect to the merit of the fonnets, we candidly allow that fome 
of the lines in them are excellent:—but, unluckily for the 
credit of T, E. Smith, they are thofe lines which he has ftolen 
from Gray, Collins, &c. &c. &c. From motives of delicacy, 
we do not, in general, when we anfwer correfpondents, men- 
tion the name of the perfon anfwered; but in an offence like 
the prefent, we judge it neceffary to hang the culprit in ¢er- 
rorem, to deter others from trefpaffing. 

The Effay, entitled ‘ Envy,’’ is fo extremely inelegant and 
ungrammatical, that, not any correétion that we could beftow, 
would render it fit for infertion: of the fentiments we highly 
approve. 

We hope that our rejection of the piece in defence of “ Sui- 
cide,’’ will not induce the author of it to commit the crime 
which his effay is meant to defend. 

The writer of the “ Letter toa Country Curate,” has mif- 
taken 
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taken the meaning of the laft number of THe PLAIntTirFrF. 
Independent of that circumftance, it is impoffible to infert his 
Ietter—the tendency of which is, to hold up religion to ridi- 
cule, by making it a fyftem of mummery. 

Clevicus is no critic: a commentator 4e may be, 

— 
JUNE. 

The Song, entitled “ Beauty, Wit, and Virtue,” is not 
fufficiently beautiful, witty, or virtuous, for Taz PARNAs- 
s1AN GARLAND: it might, perhaps, be received with ap- 
plaufe by an affembly of topers. 

If we were to permit “ A Batchelor’? to appear as “ A 
Plaintitf,’’ his brief is fo badly drawn up, and his allegations are 
fu unfupported by truth, that he would certainly be non-fuited. 

We have, with great care, read over the thing called 
“ A Plagiaric Rhaptody,”’ and we muft ingenuoufly confefs, 
that it is by far teo rhapfodical and fublimated, for our earthly 
comprehenfion. 

“ If the Neglected Fair’ is meant for profe, it is certainly 
the oddeft profe we ever read; if the author intended it for 
poetry, he certainly imagined that he had a right, under the 
{anction of that name, to leave fenfe, method, and fuch trifling 
confiderations, far behind him. 

We are apprehenfive that we fhould difguft more than ove 
‘* Reader,” it we were to fuffer our zeal for truth, to lead us 
into illiberality. 

Moft willingly would we oblige “T. H. H.” if it were 
poffible: but, really, if we were to infert all the fueri/ities that 
wre fent us under the title of foetvy, our readers would foon be 
difgufted. 

If the author of lines * On his Miftrefs Sleeping,’”’ can in 
our Mifcellany find any piece that will juftify him in fending 
his abominable obfcenity for infertion, we beg that he will 
inform us; and we fhall think it incumbent upon us to blufh 
for our conduét.—But, till he can, we will do what he is inca- 
pable of domg—bluth for his. 

“© An Obferver’? would do well to write plain Eng/if& and 
plain /enfe: at prefent he is as perfectly unintelligible, as ever 
was prieftefs of the Delphic Oracle ; and certes, he is as little 
infpired by any thing divine. We juft beg leave to hint, 
for his information, that we can eafily pardon the “ freaks of 
genius ;’’ but, that the freaks of dullnefs are always difgufting. 

3B 3 Perpetually 
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Perpetually befieged by the folicitations and complaints of 
felf-fufficient authorlings, who conceive, or affeét to conceive, 
that we wrong them, by rejeéting their produétions; we are 
compelled to ‘appeal to the judgment of our Pafrons. And 
we now afk them, if Aoerry like the following, is fuch as they 
expect us to prefent to them? 


“ Then faintly a figh ‘ued forth in the breeze, 

A figure in white flowly moved from the trees ; 

Quick beat Emma’s heart, while the joints of her knees 
Smote together through tremor and fright— 

The figure addvefs’d her and foftly mov’d on :— 

“ Fair maiden,” it cried, ** heaven’s will muft be done: 
Know then, that this morn, at the hour of one, 

Thy Edward was flain in the fight.’’ 

Againft the author of thefe lines, we have no pique: he is, 
indeed, unknown to us: if he will fend us any piece of merit, 
it fhall be inferted with pleafure. 

rr 
ERRATA, 
Page 38, line 7, from bottom, for has, read have 
52, -—— 15, from top for deduce, read educe 
52,;—— 7, from bottom, for writings, read witlings 
54) — 17, from bottom, for fhall me, read fhall 


pleafe me 
57, — 4, from top, for intolerable, read intolerably 
63, — 16, from bottom » for his, read is 
85 — 5, from top, for veiis, read veils 
163,— 3, from top, for thefe years, read thefe four 
years 
228, 12, from top, for you, read thou 
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15, from top, for was, read were 

243, — 16, from top, for it, read they 

245,— 1 6, from bottom, for workmen, read workman 
250, — 11, from bottom, for explicit, read explicitly 
346, — 14, from top, for had read has 


;— 3%, from bottom, for adapted, read adopted 


369, — 3, from top, for intentions have met, read 
intentions met 

408,— 1, from bottom, for Shakefpeare, read Jones 

442,— IT, from top, for aromatic, read achromatic 

459,— 7 from top, for prattife, read practice 


— 14 from top, for it, read is 
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